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USHPA Site Manual                     

        

 

1 Purpose of manual 
 

 assist individuals and clubs with opening and maintaining sites 

 update 1990 Manual 

 useful and easy to use 

 

 

 

 

2 Scope of manual 
  

 based on 1990 Site Manual 

 based on Site Committee input 

 based on calls, e-mails to USHPA for site assistance, 2007-10 

 

 

 

3 Intended audience for manual 
  

 individuals and clubs opening sites or keeping sites open 

 USHPA members 

 recreational use sites 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 



4 Introduction   -  Thank You ! 
 

 

Thank you !   for working to open a flying site, or working to keep a site open. 

 

 

There are about 500 sites in the US where paragliders and hang gliders can fly. 

 

About 180 are USHPA Insured Sites.  The number of USHPA insured sites has grown 

over the years. 

 

Individuals and clubs across the US open and maintain flying sites. 

 

Individuals and clubs are assisted by: 

 

USHPA waiver 

  member insurance 

 site insurance 

  rating system 

  insured instructors 

  chapters 

HGMA airworthy equipment 

Instructors safe pilots 

Pilots  safe pilots 

 

Insurance, waivers, recreational statutes, site regulation, and building good community 

relations help open sites and keep them open. 

 

A USHPA Site has USHPA Site Insurance.  Only a USHPA Chapter can buy Site 

Insurance through the USHPA.  Only USHPA Members are covered by the USHPA 

Insurance and Waiver.  Only USHPA Members are protected while flying at USHPA 

sites.  USHPA Sites should be flown only by USHPA Members. 

 

The owner of any flying site is the one who makes the rules.  The USHPA system of safe 

pilots, certified equipment, insurance, waiver,and Chapters has proven to be  effective at 

protecting landowners. The USHPA Site Insurance and Waiver is accepted by private, 

county, state and federal landowners. 

 

Individuals and Chapters should  become familiar with the USHPA Insurance, Waiver, 

recreational statutes, the Rating System.  It is hoped that this Site Manual will help.     

 

Thank you!       
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5 Free  Advice 

 
 Look far into the future.  Will this site still be open in 50 years? 

 
  

 Your style should be your own.  You will develop a relationship with a 

landowner.  A couple of friends to go along on visits can be a great help. 

 

 

 

 If you open a site, you may be involved with it for a long time.   

 

 

 Can you explain your insurance, waiver, and recreation statute, simply and 

convincingly? 

 

 

 Most site issues will be local matters that must be solved by local pilots, probably 

the same pilots who opened the site.  Local knowledge is important.  Making and 

having friends in the local community is important. 

 

 

 Start out slowly and build.  It’s better to start out with too high a rating (4), then 

lower it later (3) after a year or two of safe, positive flying.  Don’t start out with 

too low a rating.   

 

 

 It may take a few of years to learn a new site.  Proceed slowly and carefully. 

 

 

 Some pilots have received harsh penalties for cutting trees or bushes.  Know your 

local laws. 

 

 

 Over the years, things do change.  Some changes hurt our flying, some changes 

help.  You may need to wait for a favorable climate to open a site.     
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Insurance 

 
member insurance 

site insurance certificate 

USHPA.aero insurance information 

insurance policy 

special insurance form 

 

 

 
 



 

6   Insurance 
   

 

Show the landowner your USHPA card.  Explain your own pilot insurance.   

 
 

Tell the landowner that your club will be glad to buy the same insurance for them. 

 

If your club buys USHPA Site Insurance for this site, then all pilots who fly there 

must be  USHPA members and your club must: 

- make and enforce site rules 

- assign a rating/ratings to the site 

- regulate the site 

 

USHPA Site Insurance will defend a landowner if a suit is started.  Suits against 

landowners are rare,  only 1 in the last 20 years.  Considering that the cost of 

USHPA’s insurance policy has remained more or less the same over the years, the 

value of the settlements and suits must be reasonably low.    
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7   A Certificate of Insurance for a landowner (in this example, a private landowner’s 

name has been blanked out).  Certificates of Insurance arrive by March 1 each year.  The 

insurance policy runs from March 1 through April 30. 
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8 This insurance information can be found on the USHPA website in the 

Members Only section.  Insurance information does change, so check the 

website.   (Note: This version copied 1-14-10)         

http://www.ushpa.aero/member_insurance.asp 

 
USHPA General Liability Policy (incl. 3PLI and Site/Event Insurance)  

Policy Period (3/1/2009 - 3/1/2010)  
Instructor Professional Liability Policy (IPLI) Policy Period (3/1/2009 - 3/1/2010)  

  
While the USHPA's monthly magazine is arguably the most visible membership benefit, the USHPA 
insurance programs are certainly one of the most important, if not the most important of your benefits with 
the Association. 
 
General Liability Insurance (GLI) 

While the USHPA's monthly magazine is arguably the most visible membership benefit, Third Party Liability 
Insurance (3PLI), as part of the USHPA's General Liability Insurance Policy, is certainly one of the most 
important, if not the most important, membership benefit. You must be a current Pilot or Rogallo member of 
the United States Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association to be eligible for 3PLI; subscribers to the 
USHPA's monthly magazine,  Contributor Members, expired USHPA members of any membership class or 
category, and non-members are not entitled to USHPA's insurance programs. 
 
There are three Named Insured to 3PLI: the USHPA itself, current Rogallo and Pilot USHPA members and 
USHPA approved chapters/clubs. The USHPA's Master Policy of Commercial General Liability Insurance 
provides for a $1,000,000 per occurrence limit and a $2,000,000 aggregate limit per policy year for claims 
resulting from the (potential) negligence of those Named Insured. Third party claims resulting from property 
damage and/or bodily injury are subject to coverage up to the limits described above per policy period, 
indicated above. In the case of a potential claim, the USHPA's insurance company will conduct an insurance 
investigation to determine if coverage is applicable in each specific situation. 
 
While the policy does not provide first-party coverage, or more specifically, coverage for the participating 
pilot who may cause bodily injury to themselves or who may cause property damage to their gliders as a 
result of negligence related to their flying, the policy does cover claims resulting from damages that are 
caused to third parties resulting in bodily injury or property damage to the third party that was caused by the 
negligence of the participating pilot. 
 
The policy covers hang gliding and paragliding by USHPA members while flying in the United States, US 
territories and possessions, Puerto Rico, and Canada, or while flying temporarily overseas i.e., for the 
purpose of an international competition or short term flying trips. The policy maintains a $1,000.00 pilot 
deductible per occurrence and is the "offending" pilot's responsibility to pay to the USHPA at the outset of 
the claims process. This deductible also dictates that claims must be in excess of $1,000.00 for it to make 
sense to file an insurance claim on behalf of those Named Insured. In all cases, the insurance company 
determines eligible claims and associated charges. This policy covers flying-related activities and claims for 
recreational purposes, but it is in no way a health plan or a personal injury policy for the participating pilot.  
 
The 3PLI is also not a substitute for commercial coverage for the USHPA schools or instructors. In fact, 
there is an exclusion for commercial activities and for paid instruction in this policy, however the USHPA 
Instructor Professional Liability Insurance policy (IPLI, mentioned below), separate and distinct from 3PLI, 
provides this professional coverage for instructors. 3PLI is intended to come into play for incidents or claims 
resulting from recreational sport flying only.  
 
USHPA members residing in foreign countries are only insured while flying within the borders of the United 
States, US territories and possessions, Puerto Rico, and Canada. Current USHPA members should refer to 
the back of their current USHPA membership card for basic information concerning the USHPA's third party 
liability coverage.  
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Event Insurance 

USHPA sanctioned competitions, meets, demonstrations, or special events are eligible for USHPA Event 
Insurance coverage. If such events take place at a site that is not already covered by USHPA's site 
insurance, individuals or chapters may apply for event insurance. Prior approval by the USHPA office and an 
insurance representative is required before the event insurance can be issued. Please plan to contact the 
USHPA office well in advance of special events to obtain approval for event insurance and to expedite the 
necessary paperwork for the event coverage. Event insurance fees are $75.00 for event lasting 1-3 days, 
$190.00 for events lasting 4-7 days and $250.00 for events lasing more than 7 days. These premiums are 
subject to change. Be prepared to provide the name, nature, and purpose the event and provide the 

 
 its exact location, and effective dates. Also, you will need to provide the names of those Additionally 
Insured. Please note  
that the USHPA will not name members of the USHPA as Additionally Insured to the policy unless such 
members are also landowners and can provide proof of land ownership. Those Named Insured are not listed 
as Additionally Insured unless the Named Insured can provide proof of land ownership. Please contact the 
USHPA office at 800-616-6888 for more information concerning USHPA's event insurance.  
 
Landowner/Site Liability Coverage 

Local landowners of sites managed by a USHPA chapter/club are entitled to landowner or site insurance 
coverage under this USHPA's Master Policy of Commercial General Liability Insurance. Landowner/Site 
Insurance premiums are assessed on an annual basis and are addressed and collected in the USHPA's 
Annual Chapter Renewal Notice mailed to each chapter's primary contact every year in November or 
December. Only USHPA approved chapters are eligible to request site insurance or landowner coverage. 
Individual members are not eligible to apply for site/landowner coverage. USHPA chapters are completely 
separate entities from the USHPA but they do provide site management on the local level and they are 
legitimate managing bodies of USHPA-regulated sites.  
 
Please be sure to update your chapter's primary contact as it changes. This communication with the USHPA 
will ensure that the Annual Chapter and Site Insurance Renewal notices will be mailed to the correct parties 
and be expedited in a timely fashion before the policy expires on March 1 of the following year.  
 
Annual chapter premiums for site/landowner coverage are as follows: First site is $250.00 per annual policy 
period, Second site is $175.00 per annual policy period, Third site is $160.00 per annual policy period, 
Fourth site is $140.00 per annual policy period, Fifth site is $115.00 per annual policy period, and each 
additional site is $100.00 per annual policy period. Annual site/landowners insurance premiums are subject 
to change.  
 
Only those landowners who have certificates of insurance naming them additionally insured to the USHPA's 
Commercial General Liability Policy are entitled to landowner coverage. Landowners everywhere are not 
covered. An unlimited number of actual landowners/lessors may be named additional insured for each site. 
In other words, the chapter pays one fee to insure each site and this fee includes an unlimited number of 
Additionally Insured per site. This is because the USHPA pays for the site coverage on a site by site basis. 
There is no penalty for naming five landowners additionally insured for one site compared to naming one 
landowner additionally insured for another site. Please be advised that only actual landowners or lessors are 
eligible for landowner coverage. Do not ask the USHPA to approve landowner coverage for parties who are 
not landowners or lessors. Only ask the USHPA to provide certificates of insurance for actual 
landowners/lessors.  
 
The Landowner/Site insurance coverage is subject to the same policy limitations as those outlined for 
USHPA members, or those Named Insured. Those Additionally Insured, or in this case, landowners or 
lessors are subject to the $1,000,000 per occurrence limit as well as the $2,000,000 aggregate limit per 
policy period unless otherwise stipulated.  
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Officers of established and approved USHPA chapters/clubs may apply for site/landowner coverage. If you 
are requesting site insurance for a new site, or for a site that has not been covered before, you must first 
obtain written permission from a Regional Director to cover this site. The USHPA requires written or verbal 
approval from a Regional Director so the Regional Director can become aware of a newly insured flying site. 
Please be advised that site administrators may help to expedite the site insurance process but the USHPA 
will require final approval from a current USHPA chapter officer.  
 
If you are interested in forming a chapter to insure a new flying site, please call contact the USHPA office for 
more information about forming a chapter. Most, but not all, USHPA chapters do have insured flying sites.  
 
Instructor Professional Liability Insurance (IPLI) 

All USHPA Certified Instructors are protected by liability insurance for claims related to instruction. This 
applies whether teaching for hire or not, and includes coverage for legal defense of any claims. This new 
program is a major step forward in providing protection for instructors. Without it, instructors are exposing 
their personal assets (house, car, savings, etc) to loss in case of a claim. The key features of the new policy 
are outlined below.  
 
$500,000 per occurrence coverage, with a $1,000,000 annual aggregate limit for all claims. 
   
Legal defense costs are excluded from the coverage amount. This means that the costs associated with 
legal defense don't eat up the coverage; only actual claims paid out will count against the limit. 
   
Coverage is for individual instructors, for their personal liability. This policy does not insure businesses or 
site owners (see below), but it does protect individual instructors for their own liability. 
  
Claims made by students against an instructor are covered, provided that the student has signed up as at 
least a 30-day member, and has signed the USHPA waiver. If there is a signed waiver in place, then the 
insurance will defend claims made by a student who might suffer an injury during training. 
  
Coverage area is the United States, Puerto Rico and Canada. There is no coverage for training that occurs 
outside of the area, for example in Mexico. 
 
A $1000 deductible applies to any claims actually paid. This does not apply to legal expenses, only to actual 
claims paid out. Typically this would apply in cases where a training accident resulted in damage to property, 
such as a parked car or building, or if a third party was injured. 
   
The insurance is in force as of August 1, 2007, for all Rogallo-class members of USHPA who hold at least 
one current instructor rating. This can include basic, advanced or tandem instructors. It does not apply to 
observers, examiners or administrators, but their liability is already covered under the recreational pilot 
policy. This new policy is separate from the recreational policy, and provides an additional layer of protection 
for instructors, whose teaching is excluded from the recreational pilot policy. 
   
 
The cost of the new policy is paid for by the increased cost of a Rogallo membership, and partly by 
membership dues in all classes. Coverage is automatic for all current instructors, and those who have not 
yet renewed at the new dues rate are still covered. 
   
 
Instructors who choose not to renew as Rogallo members may renew at the Pilot membership level, but their 
instructor appointments will immediately go inactive. Before making this change, the office will ask for written 
confirmation that you really mean it, and you didn't just make a mistake on your renewal form. If you later 
decide to reactivate your instructor appointment, you can do so by paying the difference between the Pilot 
and Rogallo dues rate at that time. 
   
 
It is not possible to add any additional insured parties under the instructor policy. However, the fact that we 
now have the instructor coverage, and it is "primary" (so it defends first if there is a claim) means that we 
can now approve site insurance requests for training hills. In the past we generally declined to approve 
these, because the risk of an instruction-related accident posed an unacceptable hazard to our 
recreational/site policy. In a nutshell, this means that if you need to get site insurance in order to open a new 
training hill, now we can probably do that. Contact your regional director and the insurance committee 
chairman for details.                                  8  - 3 



   
 
There is no coverage under this policy for schools, businesses and the like. If you have a school, storefront 
business or home-based dealership, you still need to carry standard business insurance for general liability. 
But you don't need to insure for claims related to teaching hang gliding or paragliding, because that risk is 
covered by your USHPA instructor insurance. Since this is the big, scary unknown for most insurers, it 
should be much easier to get the rest of your business insured for the usual risks. Insurers understand the 
normal slip-and-fall, theft and advertising injury risks that businesses have to insure for. It's just the flying 
part that scares them off.  
 
We hope that you, as a member, find the benefits of USHPA's insurance programs useful; they're there to 
reduce some of the potential risks associated with participating in the sport. If you have any questions about 
these policies, please contact Mark Forbes, chair of the USHPA Insurance Committee, the USHPA office. 
  
© 1974 - 2010 United States Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association, Inc. All Rights Reserved 
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9    First page of USHPA Insurance Policy  

 
The entire USHPA Insurance Policy can be printed out to show to a serious, interested 

landowner if necessary.  Download from USHPA.aero  Members Only section. 
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10   Additional Insurance Forms        There may be more insurance forms to deal 

with.  For example, some California State Parks require that their own insurance form 

must be signed by the insurance company and returned to the Park by March 1.  USHPA 

office staff and the insurance company help with these requests. 
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Waivers 

 
USHPA Waiver signed by all Members 

Effectiveness of Waivers 

Example Waiver 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



11  Waivers   This Relese, Waiver and Assumption of Risk is signed by 

each USHPA member.  Every pilot who flies your USHPA insured sites must have 

signed this waiver. 

 
11 - 1 



12  Effectiveness of waivers 
 

A properly constructed waiver can be effective in court.  The USHPA Waiver, Release, 

and Assumption of Risk is well constructed. 
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13 Other waivers 

 
Landowners often ask for a waiver of their own that mentions the landowner by name. 

 

Waivers like this often risk being invalidated if challenged. 
 

 

PILOT’S WAIVER 
 

I acknowledge that there are risks and dangers in flying a hang glider.  I 

hereby release, acquit, and forever discharge the (landowner), its officers, 

agents, employees, and representatives from any liability, claims, demands, 

actions or right of action, of whatsoever kind of nature, in law or in equity, 

that I may have or which may accrue in favor of me or my heirs, executors, 

administrators and representatives, or any of them, in any way growing out 

of resulting from or arising in connection with flying a hang glider on its 

property, and I hereby assume all RISKS of any liability for damage to my 

person, however caused, by negligence or otherwise, and I hereby give 

consent to whatever medical care which might be provided or available . . . . 

. . . . 

 

 
 

 

The USHPA Pilot Waiver that all USHPA Members 

have signed is an excellent waiver that was written with 

paragliding and hang gliding as its main focus. 

 

An Addendum to the USHPA Pilot Waiver is available 

as a way to include a landowner’s name on a waiver that 

was written with hang gliding and paragliding in mind. 

 

This Addendum, called AFFIRMATION OF UNITED 

STATES HANG GLIDING AND PARAGLIDING 

ASSOCIATION RELEASE, WAIVER, AND 

ASSUMPTION OF RISK AGREEMENT,  

is on the next page.  
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 USHPA Pilot Release, Waiver, and 

Assumption of Risk Agreement 
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Recreational Statues 

 
California’s Civil Code Section 846, for private landowners 

list of states’ recreational statutes 

California’s Government Code Section 831.7, for public entities, employees 
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14 Recreational Liability Statutes protect private landowners 
 

Most states have laws that protect landowners from liability for giving permission to use 

their land for recreational purposes.  Such recreational use is encouraged by State 

Legislatures.  Many states have added the words “paragliding”  and/or “hang gliding” to 

these statutes. 
  

There are many details to these laws.  The landowner can’t charge for your use.  There 

may be different classes of users, licensees, invitees, which can effect liability. Study 

your own state’s recreational use statutes, so you will not violate some provision by 

mistake. 
  

Example:  California’s Civil Code Section 846 protects landowners from being sued by 

recreational users.  Hang gliding is mentioned as a recreational use. 
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15 State recreational laws  -    from American Whitewater Assn 

 
See   http://www.americanwhitewater.org/archive/article/123/  for links to each 

state’s recreational use statutes. 

 

 

The numbers for each state’s statute(s) are given below.  An internet search for your state 

and statute number is a good place to start.  You should become familiar with your state’s 

statutes.  

State Statue No.  State Statue No. 

     

Alabama 35-15-1  Montana 70-16-301 

Alaska 09.65.200  Nebraska 37-730 

Arizona 33-1551  Nevada 41.51 

Arkansas 18-11-301  New Hampshire XVIII-212-34 

California 2-2-3-2-846  New Jersey 13-1(B)B-15-133 

Colorado 33-41-101  New Mexico 17-4-7; 66-3-1013; 16-3-9 

Connecticut 52-557  New York 9-103 

Delaware 7-VI-5901  North Carolina 113(A)-6-95 

Florida XXVIII-375.251  North Dakota 53-08-1 

Georgia 51-3-20  Ohio XV-33-18 

Hawaii 3-28-520-1  Oklahoma 76-10 

Idaho 36-16  Oregon 105.672 

Illinois 745-65-1  Pennsylvania 68-11-477 

Indiana 14-22-10  Rhode Island 32-6-1 

Iowa XI-2-461(C)  South Carolina 27.3-10 

Kansas 58-3201  South Dakota 20-9-11 

Kentucky XXXVI-411-190  Tennessee 11-10-101 

Louisiana 9-III-V-2-2791 & 2795  Texas 4-75.001 

Maine 14-1-7-159(A)  Utah 57-14-1 

Maryland 5-1101  Vermont 10-020-441, 12-5791 

Massachusetts I-21-17  Virginia 29.1-509 

Michigan 324.73301  Washington 4-24.200 

Minnesota 604(A)20  West Virginia 19-25-1 

Mississippi 89-2-1  Wisconsin 895.52 

Missouri XXXVI-537.345  Wyoming 34-19-101 
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16  Recreational Liability Statutes protect California public 

landowners    If the landowner is the state, county, or other public entity in 

California, Government Code  831.7 protects public employees from any suits that might 

result from allowing hazardous recreational activities on public land. 
 

CALIFORNIA CODES: GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 831.7  
 

831.7 Hazardous recreational activities  

 
(a) Neither a public entity nor a public employee is liable to any person who participates in a hazardous recreational activity, including 

any person who assists the participant, or to any spectator who knew or reasonably should have known that the hazardous recreational 

activity created a substantial risk of injury to himself or herself and was voluntarily in the place of risk, or having the ability to do so 
failed to leave, for any damage or injury to property or persons arising out of that hazardous recreational activity.  

 

(b) As used in this section, "hazardous recreational activity" means a recreational activity conducted on property of a public entity 

which creates a substantial (as distinguished from a minor, trivial, or insignificant) risk of injury to a participant or a spectator.  

 

"Hazardous recreational activity" also means: 
 

 (1) Water contact activities, except diving, in places where or at a time when lifeguards are not provided and reasonable warning 

thereof has been given or the injured party should reasonably have known that there was no lifeguard provided at the time.  
 

(2) Any form of diving into water from other than a diving board or diving platform, or at any place or from any structure where 
diving is prohibited and reasonable warning thereof has been given.  

 

(3) Animal riding, including equestrian competition, archery, bicycle racing or jumping, mountain bicycling, boating, cross-country 
and downhill skiing, hang gliding, kayaking, motorized vehicle racing, off-road motorcycling or four-wheel driving of any kind, 

orienteering, pistol and rifle shooting, rock climbing, rocketeering, rodeo, spelunking, sky diving, sport parachuting, paragliding, body 

contact sports (i.e., sports in which it is reasonably foreseeable that there will be rough bodily contact with one or more participants), 
surfing, trampolining, tree climbing, tree rope swinging, waterskiing, white water rafting, and windsurfing. For the purposes of this 

subdivision, "mountain bicycling" does not include riding a bicycle on paved pathways, roadways, or sidewalks. 

  
(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (a), this section does not limit liability which would otherwise exist for any of the 

following: 

 
 (1) Failure of the public entity or employee to guard or warn of a known dangerous condition or of another hazardous recreational 

activity known to the public entity or employee that is not reasonably assumed by the participant as inherently a part of the hazardous 

recreational activity out of which the damage or injury arose.  
 

(2) Damage or injury suffered in any case where permission to participate in the hazardous recreational activity was granted for a 

specific fee. For the purpose of this paragraph, a "specific fee" does not include a fee or consideration charged for a general purpose 
such as a general park admission charge, a vehicle entry or parking fee, or an administrative or group use application or permit fee, as 

distinguished from a specific fee charged for participation in the specific hazardous recreational activity out of which the damage or 

injury arose. 
 

 (3) Injury suffered to the extent proximately caused by the negligent failure of the public entity or public employee to properly 

construct or maintain in good repair any structure, recreational equipment or machinery, or substantial work of improvement utilized 
in the hazardous recreational activity out of which the damage or injury arose. 

 

 (4) Damage or injury suffered in any case where the public entity or employee recklessly or with gross negligence promoted the 
participation in or observance of a hazardous recreational activity. For purposes of this paragraph, promotional literature or a public 

announcement or advertisement which merely describes the available facilities and services on the property does not in itself 

constitute a reckless or grossly negligent promotion. 

 

 (5) An act of gross negligence by a public entity or a public employee which is the proximate cause of the injury. Nothing in this 

subdivision creates a duty of care or basis of liability for personal injury or for damage to personal property. 
 

 (d) Nothing in this section shall limit the liability of an independent concessionaire, or any person or organization other than the 

public entity, whether or not the person or organization has a contractual relationship with the public entity to use the public property, 
for injuries or damages suffered in any case as a result of the operation of a hazardous recreational activity on public property by the 

concessionaire, person, or organization.  
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Risk and Safety 

 
fatality record 

study of risk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

17  Risk and Safety  -  Isn’t that dangerous? 

 
One way to answer the question “Isn’t that dangerous?” is to say that yes, hang gliding 

can be dangerous but we try to be as safe as we can and look out for each other.  Hang 

gliding was more dangerous in the old days, but is much safer now, similar to a lot of 

other activities, because of 

 

- better equipment, especially better designed, stronger gliders that fly better 

- better training due to USHPA Pilot Proficiency Program and Instructor 

Certification 

- experience gained at other sites 

- pilots fly in groups, share experience, look out for each other 

- we respect the risk and take it very seriously, but the rewards can be great  

 

 

Fatalities  
           HG       PG                         HG 
 
2009  3   3    1990   6 
2008  4   1    1989  12 
2007  1   4    1988   7 
2006  0   6    1987  18 
2005  5   3    1986   5 
2004  1   4    1985   9 
2003  2   9    1984   8 
2002  0   7    1983  14 
2001  1   0    1982  12 
2000  2   1    1981  21 
1999  7   1    1980  23 
1998  9   4    1979  30 
1997  8   4    1978  23 
1996  7   3    1977  24 
1995  6   2    1976  38 
1994  9   1    1975  32 
1993  8   6    1974  40 
1992  5   3    1973   9 
1991  8   4 
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site rules example 

 

 

 

 

 



19 Regulation can include: 

 
  

drawing up a set of flight rules for your new site 

- USHPA membership required (if there is Site Insurance) 

- minimum pilot requirements 

- good equipment in good condition 

- everyone must get a site intro 

- someone has the authority to oversee, stop flying if necessary 
 

enforcing the flight rules 

- making the site rules known to pilots 

- stopping, from flying, anyone who does not comply with the rules 
You may not be able to stop an individual from flying at a site, but it is important to 

try.  Peer pressure, repeated reminders can work over time. 

Rating revocation, being banned from a site have been used, often with good results.   
 

making regulation a positive  

- invite qualified pilots to come out for a site intro 

- sponsor good newer pilots, stress good site management 
 

ok to start out strict 

- rules can be relaxed a little after a couple years of gaining 

experience and establishing a good reputation 
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20 Example of Site Rules.  Site is behind a locked gate, which makes regulation 

easier. 

Mt. St. Helena Site Rules  

These rules for hang gliding at Mt. St. Helena will be in effect until further notice.  

I. PARK REGULATIONS  

1) All Robert Louis Stevenson State Park rules and regulations must be observed. Pilots and their guests are 

responsible for knowing these rules.  

2) Hikers have right of way. Drive so as to create a minimum of dust, especially when passing hikers. We 

want no complaints from hikers about this.  

3) Dogs are not allowed in the park.  

4) Smoking is not allowed in the park because of the high fire risk.  

5) Hang glider vehicles must stay on designated roads. They are not allowed on the road to the North Peak.  

6) Hang gliders may launch only from designated launch areas.  

II. PILOT QUALIFICATIONS  

1) Pilots must be current USHPA members.  

2) Pilots must be members of Sonoma Wings, or be a sponsored guest of Sonoma Wings. Sponsors are 

responsible for their guests, and ensuring that they are familiar with the rules.  

3) Pilots must have an advanced (Hang 4 or P4) rating, (or be rated Hang 3 or P3 with mountain flying 

experience, and be sponsored by a Sonoma Wings committee member).  

III. SITE PROCEEDURES  

1) Use is limited to 3 vehicles and 20 pilots maximum. Drivers must exercise extreme caution while 

driving on Park roads due to hikers. Do not exceed 20 mph and go dead slow when passing hikers!  

2) All streamers, windsocks and any litter must be removed at the end of each day.  

3) Drivers of vehicles must ensure that the gate is locked when leaving the Park.  

4) The Flight Director, or the senior Sonoma Wings Committee member present, shall be responsible for 

ensuring that Park rules, Club rules, and safe operating procedures are followed.  

5) Landing areas are subject to change. Some apparently suitable areas must not be landed in except in case 

of an emergency. It is each pilot's responsibility to know which areas can be used.  

6) Continued flying at this site very much depends upon the goodwill of landowners in the valley allowing 

us to use their property for landings. Wherever you land, do not drive into fields, or climb over fences, and 

please use extreme diplomacy and courtesy in all dealings with landowners.  
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buying a site 

community relations, US Forest Service 

letter of permission, US Forest Service 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

21  Buying a Site 

 
More and more sites are being bought by pilots or clubs.  The Foundation for 

Free Flight has helped with several site acquisitions. 

 

The Tennessee Tree Toppers have bought a lot of sites 
 

Hensens Gap Launch 

Hensens LZ – land trust agreement – magazine June 2006 page 18 

 

Sand Turn LZ – bought, non-profit created 

 

Oceanside, Or – one launch lot bought 

 

Buffalo Mountain – launch and LZ 

 

The Pulpit, PA – launch 

 

Bills Hill, PA – private 

 

Rutland, VT – launch bought 

 

Crestline – with improvements magazine Aug 07 

 

Glassey Mt, NC 
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Media Release:  

OHVERS AND HANG GLIDERS PLANT TREES IN N. CALIFORNIA FOREST 

  
Contact: Don Amador, BRC Western Representative 

       Phone: (925) 625-6287                Fax: (925) 625-5309 

       E-mail: brdon@sharetrails.org        Webpage: http://www.sharetrails.org/staff#DonA 

Date: February 12, 2002 

STONYFORD, CA -- Over 45 trail enthusiasts and members of the hang gliding community volunteered 

their time to help the USDA Forest Service rehabilitate a popular recreation area on the Mendocino 

National Forest in Northern California.  

 

Last year, 25,000 acres of forest lands were severely impacted by a catastrophic wildfire. The Trough Fire 

also burned 7 multiple-use campgrounds and the associated recreational infrastructure including kiosks, 

erosion control structures, signs, and trail barriers used to delineate routes of travel through sensitive areas.  

 

Forest Service staff purchased over 300 native trees and shrubs for the project using support obtained from 

the agency's Burned Area Emergency Recovery Fund. Recreation enthusiasts worked under the direction of 

Forest Service resource specialists while they dug holes, planted the vegetation, added soil amendments, 

and spread mulch.  

 

Don Amador, the western representative for the BlueRibbon Coalition 

(BRC), said, "It was great to have a large turnout for the second phase 

of this restoration project. Having so many diverse interest groups 

labor side by side to plant vegetation to rehabilitate this area illustrates 

just how important we all value access to our public lands and what 

can be done when we work and play together in a cooperative 

manner."  

 

"The partnership that exists on the Mendocino National Forest between 

agency staff and the users is a pretty good case study of how things 

should and can get done," Amador concludes.  

 

The 45 volunteers at the project represented various clubs including the 

Bay Area Paragliding Association, the BRC, the Valley Trail Riders 

Motorcycle Club, the Northern California Rover Club, Parriott Motors, 

the Bog Riders, the Cloud Street Gang Hang Gliders, the Sonoma 

Wings Hang Gliding Club, the Karnes Group, the Willows 

Scramblers, and the Valley Climbers Motorcycle Club.  

 

Also, a special thanks to United Rentals in Antioch, CA for helping the BRC with a Bobcat with auger 

attachment -- it helped make digging a lot easier!  

 

# # #  

 

The BlueRibbon Coalition is a national 501 (c) 3 non-profit recreation group that champions responsible 

use of public lands. It represents over 1,100 diverse organizations and businesses with 600,000 members.  

 

 

Don Amador, BRC Western 

Representative, puts past 

experience to work behind the 

controls of some heavy 

equipment. 

click image to view 
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US sites today 

 
A look at US sites today 

 
where are they? 

who manages them? 

number, trend of insured sites 

 

 

 

 

 

  



24  US sites today 
    

There are, probably, very roughly, around 500 US hang gliding and paragliding sites in 

use today.  

There are probably more non-insured sites in use, than insured sites. 

We know more about the USHPA insured sites than about the others.  

 

 

USHPA Insured Sites   2007 
 

Where sites, clubs, and pilots are            (snapshot in fall 2007, apologies for mistakes) 

 

 

 

Number of USHPA Clubs in State (2007)              -     104 total Clubs 

Number of USHPA Insured Sites in State (2007)   -     188 total Insured Sites 

Number of USHPA Pilots in State (2007)               -   9200 total Pilots 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

HI 

clubs -    3 

Sites  -    5 

Pilots- 188 

AK 

clubs -    2 
Sites  -    4 

Pilots- 133 

WA 

 

        clubs - 5 

     Sites  -  10 

     Pilots- 635  OR 

           clubs -    5 

          Sites  -    5 

          Pilots- 338 

CA 

clubs 

  25 
 

    Sites 

        43 
 

            Pilots 

               2696 

NV 

  clubs-  2 

  Sites -  1 

 Pilots- 96 

NM 

clubs -    2 

Sites  -    2 

Pilots- 131 

AZ 

clubs -    3 
Sites  -   12 

Pilots- 236 

WY 

clubs -    2 

Sites  -    4 

Pilots- 119 

ID 

clubs- 2 

Sites -  3 

Pilots-  92 

MT 

clubs -    2 

Sites  -    3 

Pilots-   96 

   UT 

 clubs -   1 

 Sites -    7 

Pilots- 285 

CO 

 clubs -  10 

 Sites -   14 

Pilots - 542 

TX 

 clubs -   4 

 Sites -    2 

Pilots - 265 

OK    clubs -   1 
          Sites -    3 

           Pilots -  43 

KS  clubs -   0 
       Sites -    0 

        Pilots - 28 

NE  clubs -   0 

       Sites -    0 

        Pilots -  12 

SD  clubs-  0 

      Sites-   0 

      Pilots- 0 

ND  clubs- 0 

       Sites-  0 

       Pilots-  0 
clubs-1 

 Sites- 0 
  Pilots-73 

        WI 

 
IA clubs-0  
  Sites- 0 

    Pilots-12 

  MO 

  clubs-0 
   Sites- 0 

    Pilots- 9 

   Pilots-54 

    clubs-1 
    Sites- 1 

       AR 

   0 

   0 
Pilots-  0 

 

      LA 

 

 MI 
 

 clubs-2 
     Sites- 2 

Pilots-145 

 
          

 Pilots-  58  

  clubs- 1 
 Sites- 1 

    MN 

      IN 

  clubs-0 

 Sites- 0 
    Pilots- 

        49     

  IL 

P-142    
C- 0 

 S-0 

  

   OH   
Clubs- 1 

 Sites -4 
P-102 

  
     
           C-0 S-0 
 KY  Pilot-16 

  
     
           C- 1 S- 3 

 TN  P-109 
  

  c- 0 

 Ss- 0 
 P-  9 

    MS 

 

 c- 1 
 S- 0 

 P-  72 

  AL 

 

GA 

  club-1 

   Sites- 2 

   Pilot 224 

         FL 

 clubs -   2 
   Sites -     0 

      Pilots -  374 

SC      clubs- 0 

            Sites- 0 

        Pilots- 49 

NC clubs- 2      Sites- 0  Pilots-156 

               ME c-0  S-0   P- 27 

               NH c-0   S-2   P- 84 

               VT c-1   S-3   P-  60 

              MA c-2   S-1   P-178 

               RI  c-0   S-0   P-   6 

             CT   c-1   S-2   P-111 

           NJ  -  c-1   S-1   P-129 
        DE   -   c-0    S-0   P-   5 

       MD  -    c-2    S-3   P-125 

     WV   -     c- 0   S-0   P- 27 
VA        -      c-3    S-2   P-206 

 PA 

 clubs -   2 
 Sites -   12 

Pilots - 215 

 NY 

 clubs -   9 

 Sites -    13 

Pilots - 392 
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25  Who keeps sites open 
  

Site Insurance is purchased by USHPA Chapters, and some businesses.   
   

There are hundreds of knowledgable individuals across the country who have worked to 

open  

and maintain sites over the years.  Many of these site openers are still active today.  
   

USHPA Site Insurance can be bought by a Chapter, but not by an individual member. 

Securing Site Insurance through one of these chapters is the easiest way.  Or, you can 

form a new Chapter. 
   

In 2007 there were 104 Chapters.  Contact a Chapter in your area.  
  

USHPA Chapters        2007 

 
ALABAMA HANG GLIDING ASSOCIATION  Springville AL 
ARCTIC AIR WALKERS    Anchorage AK 
ARIZONA HANG GLIDING ASSN   Phoenix AZ 
AUSTIN FREE FLIGHT ASSOCIATION   Austin TX 
BAY AREA PARAGLIDING ASSN   Pacifica CA 
BIG ISLAND SOARING ASSOC   Kamuela HI 
BOULDER PARAGLIDING CLUB   LOVELAND CO 
BOZEMAN ALPINE PARAGLIDING CLUB  Bozeman MT 
BUFFALO MOUNTAIN FLYERS OF TALIHINA , INC  Howe OK 
CAPITOL HANG GLIDING & PARAGLIDING ASSOCIATIONArlington VA 
CASCADE PARAGLIDING CLUB   Bend OR 
CENTRAL ARKANSAS MOUNTAIN PILOTS  Russellville AR 
CENTRAL CAROLINA TOW TO SOAR CLUB  Durham NC 
CENTRAL VALLEY HANG GLIDING CLUB  CLOVIS CA 
CLOUD STREET GANG HANG GLIDING CLUB  Chico CA 
CLOUDBASE COUNTRY CLUB   Issaquah WA 
CLOUDBASE FLYERS, INC.    La Crosse WI 
COASTAL CONDOR CLUB    Marina CA 
CONDOR HANG GLIDING ASSOCIATION  Fulton NY 
CONNECTICUT HANG GLIDING ASSN, INC  Wallingford CT 
CRESTED BUTTE SOARING SOCIETY   Crested Butte CO 
CRESTLINE SOARING SOCIETY   San Bernardino CA 
DAEDALUS HANG GLIDING CLUB   Home PA 
DESERT AIR RIDERS    BEND OR 
DESERT SKYWALKERS    Las Vegas NV 
DESERT SOARING CLUB    Kennewick WA 
DRAACHEN FLIEGEN SOARING CLUB  Webberville MI 
DUNLAP FLIGHT PARK CLUB   Dunlap CA 
ELSINORE HANG GLIDING ASSN   Wildomar CA 
FEDERACION DE VUELO LIBRE PUERTO RICO   Punta Santiago PR 
FELLOW FEATHERS/FT FUNSTON HG CLUB  Brisbane CA 
FLORIDA AIRSPORTS FLYING CLUB   Summerfield FL 
FLORIDAS BEST HANG GLIDING ASSOC  Groveland FL 
FREE SPIRIT FLIGHT HANG GLIDING CLUB, INC Elmira NY 
FRONTENAC FLYER ASSOCIATION   Lake Elmo MN 
GLENWOOD SOARING SOCIETY   Glenwood Springs CO 
GRAND TETON FLYING CLUB  
GREEN POINT FLYERS ASSOCIATION  HOLLAND MI 
GUNNISON VALLEY PARAGLIDING ASSOC  Crested Butte CO 
HANG GLIDE HOUSTON    Jersey Village TX 
HAWAII PARAGLIDING ASSOCIATION   Kailua HI 
HAWAIIAN HANG GLIDING ASSOCIATION  Kaneohe HI 
HOUSTON HANG GLIDING AND PARAGLIDING ASSN Jersey Village TX 
HUMBOLDT WINGS    Eureka CA 
HYNER HANG GLIDING CLUB, INC   BERNVILLE PA   
IDAHO HANG GLIDING ASSOCIATION   West Moore ID 
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JACKSON HOLE FREE FLIGHT CLUB   Jackson WY 
JUNEAU EAGLES PARAGLIDING CLUB  Juneau AK 
LAKE CHELAN FLYERS INC.  
LONG ISLAND PARAGLIDING CLUB   Patchogue NY 
MALIBU PARAGLIDING CLUB   Los Angeles CA 
MANBIRD FLIGHT CLUB    FAIRFAX VA 
MARIN COUNTY HANG GLIDING ASSOCIATION   Mill Valley CA 
MARYLAND HANG GLIDING ASSOCIATION  Reisterstown MD 
MONTEREY BAY HANG GLIDING ASSOCIATION Pescadero CA 
MOTHER LODE SKY RIDERS   Modesto CA 
MOUNTAINEER HANG GLIDING ASSOCIATION  Cresaptown MD 
MT BRACE OUTDOOR CLUB   Woodside NY 
NEVADA SPORT FLYERS    Carson City NV 
NEW ENGLAND PG AND HG CLUB   Medford MA 
NORTH TEXAS HG AND PG CLUB   Bedford TX 
NORTH WINDS ASSOCIATION   Chico CA 
NORTHEASTERN AIR SPORTS ASSOCIATION  Ellenville NY 
NORTHERN ARIZONA SOARING ASSOCIATION  Flagstaff AZ 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA HANG GLIDING ASSN  Auburn CA 
NORTHWEST PARAGLIDING CLUB   ISSAQUAH WA 
OHIO FLYERS HANG GLIDING ASSOCIATION  Columbus OH 
OREGON HANG GLIDING ASSOCIATION  
PARAPENTE ASPEN    Aspen CO 
RAINIER PARAGLIDING CLUB   Cinebar WA 
REEL HANG GLIDER PILOTS ASSN   Elk Grove IL 
RIO GRANDE SOARING ASSOCIATION INC  Alamogordo NM 
ROCHESTER AREA FLYERS    Fairpoint NY 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN HANG GLIDING ASSN  Morrison CO 
ROGUE VALLEY HG AND PG ASSOC.   Medford OR 
SAN DIEGO HANG GLIDING & PARAGLIDING ASSN San Diego CA 
SAN LUIS OBISPO SOARING ASSOCIATION  LOS OSOS CA 
SANDIA SOARING ASSOCIATION   Albuquerque NM 
SANTA BARBARA SOARING ASSOCIATION  Santa Barbara CA 
SHASTA SKY SAILORS HANG GLIDING CLUB  Penryn CA 
SONOMA WINGS HANG GLIDING ASSOCIATION Windsor CA 
SOUTHERN ARIZONA HANG GLIDING ASSN  Tucson AZ 
SOUTHERN NEW YORK HANG GLIDING PILOTS ASS'N Pine Bush NY 
SOUTHERN PARA PILOTS    Dunwoody GA 
SOUTHERN TIER SKYSURFERS   Binghamton NY 
SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA HG & PG   Blacksburg VA 
STORM PEAK HANG GLIDING ASSOC   Steamboat Springs CO 
SUMMIT SOARING SOCIETY   Breckenridge CO 
SUN VALLEY PARAGLIDERS, INC   Ketchum ID 
SYLMAR HANG GLIDING ASSOCIATION  Sylmar CA 
TELLURIDE AIR FORCE    Telluride CO 
TENNESSEE TREE TOPPERS   Dunlap TN 
THE BUZZARD CLUB    Lenoir NC 
TORREY HAWKS     La Jolla CA 
UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA HG & PG CLUB  Missoula MT 
UTAH HANG GLIDING PARAGLIDING ASSOCIATION Draper UT 
UTSAYANTHA FLYERS ORGANIZATION  Oneonta NY 
VAIL SOARING CLUB    Vail CO 
VALLEY VILLE HANG GLIDING ASSN   Corvalllis OR 
VERMONT HANG GLIDING ASSOCIATION  Framingham MA 
WATER GAP HANG GLIDING CLUB, INC  Stewartsville NJ 
WINDY HILL SKY RIDERS, INC   Portola Valley CA 
WINGS OF ROGALLO N. CALIFORNIA HG ASSOC MILPITAS CA 
YOSEMITE HANG GLIDING ASSN INC   Dunlap CA 
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AK  ALYESKA SKI RESORT CA  Garlock CO  BEAVER CREEK ID  Bald Mountain 

AK  CHUGACH SP CA  Glacier Point Yosemite CO  BELLYACHE RIDGE ID  Big Southern Butte 

AK  Cobb Mountain CA  Glass Mountain CO  Bull Mountain ID  Danskin Peak 

AK  Eagle River CA  Goat Mountain CO  COPPER MOUNTAIN ID  Indian Head 

AK  HATCHER PASS CA  Goat Rock State Beach CO  CRESTED BUTTE ID  Jaycee 

AK  Keel Mountain CA  Gunther Owens Valley CO  Farm Flight ID  Jumpoff 

AK  MOUNT ROBERTS CA  Hat Creek CO  Kenosha Pass ID  Kelly Canyon 

AK  Rudy's Ridge CA  Horse Canyon CO  Logan Air Park ID  King Mountain 

AR  A Mountain CA  Hull Mountain CO  Lookout Mountain ID  Melba Ridge 

AR  Box Canyon CA  Kagel CO  Mt. Princeton ID  Mt. Harrison 

AR  Dry Creek CA  Keys View CO  MT WERNER ID  Pickle Butte 

AR  Jasper CA  LAGUNA LAKE PARK CO  Mt. Zion ID  Rising Sun 

AR  Magazine Mountain CA  Laguna Mountain CO  North Boulder ID  Roselawn 

AR  Mt. Nebo CA  LAKE MCCLURE CO  Princeton ID  Shaw Mountain 

AR  Petit Jean CA  Lee Vining CO  RED MOUNTAIN ID  Simco Rd 

AR  Pipe Line CA  Little Black CO  ROAN CLIFFS ID  SKY RIDGE 

AR  Secret Site CA  MARINA BEACH CO  SNOW MASS ID  Squaw Peak 

AR  Short Mountain CA  Marshall/Crestline CO  Talcott Mountain ID  The Rim 

AZ  BOX CANYON CA  Mazzourka  CO  Tank Peak ID  Warm Springs Point 

AZ  HUMBOLDT MTN CA  McGee Mountain CO  Telluride Gold Hill IL  Cullom 

AZ  Merriam Crater CA  MESA FLIGHT PARK CO  VAIL MOUNTAIN IL  Cushing Field 

AZ  Miller Canyon CA  Mission Ridge CO  Villa Grove IL  Dekalb 

AZ  Mingus Mtn CA  MONTANA DE ORO SP CO  Williams Peak IL  Enjoy Field 

AZ  Mt. Elden CA  MORRO STRAND CO  Willow Creek IL  Harmon 

AZ  Mt. Lemmon CA  Mt. Diablo CO  Winter Park IL  Leland 

AZ  Mustang Mountains CA  Mt. St Helena CO  WOLCOTT MOUNTAIN IL  Manteno 

AZ  Oatman Mtn CA  Mt. St John CO  Yankee Field IL  Marengo 

AZ  SENTINEL PEAK A MTN CA  Mt. Tamalpais CT  Brace Mountain IL  Mt Baldy 

AZ  Shaw Butte CA  New Jerusalem CT  Chauncy Peak IL  Rantoul 

AZ  Sheba Crater CA  Ord Mountain CT  Meriden Mountain IL  West Broolyn 

AZ  South Mountain CA  Paiute CT  Sharon Mountain KS  Ottawa 

AZ  Whetstone Mtns CA  Pine Mountain CT  Talcott Mountain LA  Jeanerette 

AZ  Yarnell CA  Pioneer Town CT  West Rock MA  Mohawk Trail 

CA  ALPINE MEADOWS CA  Plowshares FL  Florida Ridge MA  Mount Everett 

CA  Andy Jackson CA  Potato Hill FL  Quest Air MA  Mount Greylock 

CA  Bald Mountain CA  SADDLE PEAK FL  Wallaby Ranch MA  Mount Tom 

CA  Big Black CA  SCHNEIDER RANCH GA  Atlanta PG Park MA  Race Mountain 

CA  Big Sur CA  Santa Barbara GA  BELL MOUNTAIN MA  Seascape 

CA  Black Eagle Mine CA  Stables GA  Glassy Mountain MD  HIGH POINT 

CA  Blackhawk CA  Sugar Hill GA  Lookout Mountain MD  Hi Rock 

CA  Blossom Valley CA  SUGAR LOAF MTN     MD  Highland Aerosprts 

CA  BRUSH CRK BACCHI CA  Sweetwater GA  Menlo MD  Maryland Tow Frm 

CA  Buck Mountain CA  Sylmar GA  Pigeon Mountain MD  OREGON RIDGE 

CA  Cerro Gordo CA  THE T HI  Diamond Head ME  Whitecap 

CA  CIENEGUITAS CA  The Whaleback Herd Pk HI  HALEAKALA MI  Cloud 9 Field 

CA  COYOTE LAKE CA  Tollhouse HI  Hau'ula MI  Empire  

CA  Cucamonga CA  Topatopa (Ojai) HI  Ka'ena Point MI  Green Point 

CA  Dockweiler Beach CA  Torrey Pines HI  Kahana MI  Pyramid Point 

CA  DOUGLAS FAMILY P CA  Vista Point HI  Kahuku Dunes MI  Sleeping Bear 

CA  Dumps CA  VISTA TRAIL HI  Kailua Dump MI  Thompsonville Arpt 

CA  Dunlap CA  WADDELL CREEK HI  KEALAKEKUA MI  Warren Dumes 

CA  EAST BEACH CA  Walt's Point HI  Koko Crater/Sandy Bch MN  Caledonia 

CA  Ed Levin Park CA  WIER RANCH HI  Lanikai MN  Cosmos 

CA  Edwards  Lake Elsinore CA  Wild-Ass HI  Mad Dogs MN  FRONTENAC 

CA  Elk Mountain CA  WINDY HILL HI  Makapu'u MN  Morrell Lookout 

CA  Elsinore CA  Wolf/Sonora Pass HI  Makua Valley MN  Spring Hill 

CA  FILLMORE HILLS CO  ASPEN MTN HI  Mariners Ridge MT  BIG MTN SKI 

CA  Flynns Owens Valley CO  ASPEN MTN NSTAR HI  Nanakuli MT  EMIGS 

CA  Ft. Funston CO  Badger Mountain HI  Sunset MT  Mt Sentinel 

            

26   Consolidated list of SITES         found on the internet from 

                                                                          site guides, chapter websites, site records 
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Consolidated List of SITES       continued       

            
MT  Lady of the Rockies NY  Whiteface Mountain PA  Embreeville VA  MANBIRD FLT PK 

MT  Red Mountain NY  Willard Mountain PA  Fisher Rd VA  Tobacco Row 

MT  Shelby NY  Woodstock PA  Hyner View VT  Burke Mtn 

NC  Beckhams's Airfld OH  Carey's PA  Jacks Mountain VT  Mt Washington 

NC  Curtis Brown Jr. Field OH  Darbyville PA  Kirkridge VT  Mt Ascutney 

NC  Fred's Fantastic Funpark OH  Edgewater Park Cleveland PA  KENNEDY LAUNCH VT  West Rutland 

NC  GryderTeague Airport OH  Farview PA  Little Gap WA  10 MILE HILL 

NC  Lexington/Davidson Arpt OH  Farview Airport PA  Redwing WA  Baldy Butte 

NC  Tater Hill OH  Laughrey Creek PA  Ringtown WA  Black Mtn 

NH  CANNON MTN OH  Laurelville PA  Sacramento WA  Blanchard 

NH  Morningside Tow Park OH  Madison PA  Templeton WA  Burley Mtn 

NJ  Delaware Water Gap OH  Malvern PA  The Pulpit WA  Chelan Butte 

NJ  Redwing Airport OH  Plainfield PR  OUEBRADA WA  Cleman Mtn 

NM  ALAMOGORDO OH  Richmond Dale SC  Darlington County WA  Dog Mtn 

NM  Blue Springs OH  Wes Mar Airstrip SC  Marlboro County WA  EAGLES BUTTE 

NM  Dry Canyon OK  Buffalo Mountain TN  CHILHOWEE MTN WA  Frailey 

NM  Embudo OK  Buffalo Mountain TN  Hensons Gap WA  LAKE SAMMAMSH 

NM  Grants East Ridge OK  BURRO HILL TN  Whitwell WA  McDonald Mt 

NM  Hobbs OK  Cavanal Hill TX  Big Spring WA  Mt Shuksan 

NM  La Bajads Mesa OK  DEAD WOMAN HILLS TX  Columbus WA  Rampart Ridge 

NM  La Jara Mesa OK  Deer Creek TX  COOPER MAXWELL WA  Rock Island 

NM  Rowe Mesa OK  GLASS MOUNTAINS TX  Hearne WA  Saddle Mtn 

NM  San Antonio OK  Heavener TX  Indian Creek Airpark WA  Sauk Mtn 

NM  Sandia Peak OK  Inola 412 Tow TX  Lake Conroe WA  Tekoa  

NM  Sun Mtn Santa Fe OK  Little Sahara Sand Dunes TX  Leakey WA  Tiger Mountain 

NV  Goodsprings OK  Little Yancey TX  Packsaddle Mtn WI  AeroPark Milwaukee 

NV  Jean Ridge OK  LONGHORN MOUNTAIN  TX  Well's Lane WI  Blue River 

NV  Kingsbury Grade OK  Panorama TX  Zapata WI  Bond Airport 

NV  McClellan OK  Panorama Vista UT  Brigham City WI  Bong Recreation Area 

NV  Peterson Ridge OK  RED HILL  East side  UT  C Mountain WI  Monroe Airport 

NV  Slide Mountain OK  Short Mountain UT  Camel WI  Platteville Mound 

NV  Tabletop OK  TABLETOP MOUNTAINS  UT  Commodore WI  Potosi 

NV  Winnemucca OK  THE BUMP  UT  Crawford WI  Tomah 

NY  Altamont OK  The CHAT PILES  UT  Dinosaur WI  Whitewater 

NY  Bee Hill OK  The ROCK UT  Frisco Peak WV  High Point 

NY  Brace Mountain OK  WINDING STAIR UT  Graff Point WV  Peter's Mountain 

NY  Bristol OR  Abert Rim UT  Grandeur Peak WV  Zirks 

NY  Dansville OR  Bald Butte UT  Heber WY  14 Mile Road 

NY  Ellenville OR  Becks Towpark UT  Hell Hole WY  Afton 

NY  Finger Lakes Flight Park OR  Black Cap UT  Horse Heaven WY  Aspen Mt. Rd 

NY  Hammondsport OR  Cape Kiwanda UT  Hurricane WY  Astoria 

NY  Hancock OR  Cape Lookout UT  Inspiration Point WY  Beaver Mountain 

NY  HARRIET HOLLISTER OR  Chehalem Ridge UT  Junction WY  Beaver Rim 

NY  Harris Hill OR  Dougherty Slide UT  Jupiter WY  Curtis Canyon 

NY  Indian Cliffs OR  Hadley Butte UT  Molly's Nipple WY  Ferry Peak 

NY  Italy Hill OR  Kilchia UT  Monroe Peak WY  Grand Targhee 

NY  Katydid OR  MT BACHELOR UT  Mt Olympus WY  Haystack Butte 

NY  LABRADOR HOLLOW OR  Mt. Howard UT  Mustang Point WY  Heise Hot Springs 

NY  Little Mountain OR  Oceanside UT  Notch Peak WY  High School Butte 

NY  LONG ISLAND OR  Pallisades UT  Oakley WY  Jackson Hole Mtn 

NY  Mossy Banks OR  Peterson Butte UT  Olympus WY  Nelsons Butte 

NY  Mt Washington OR  Pine Mt UT  Parker Ridge WY  PALISADESy 

NY  Mt. Utsayantha OR  Sollie Smith UT  Point of the Mountain WY  Phillips Ridge 

NY  NORTH KNOB OR  Sugar Hill UT  Randolf WY  Rendezvous Mountain 

NY  PADGHAM HILL OR  Woodrat UT  Snowbird WY  Sand Turn 

NY  Petersburgh Pass PA  501 UT  The V WY  Scottys Ridge 

NY  Pumpkiny PA  Avonmorey UT  The Ranch WY  Snow King Mtn 

NY  Sugarloaf Mountain PA  BALD EAGLE ST PK UT  Wales WY  Squaw Creek 

NY  Susquehanna Flt Park PA  Bill's Hill UT  West Mountain WY  Whiskey Peak 

NY  TACONIC STATE PARK PA  BUCHANAN ST F VA  EAGLE ROCK    

NY  West Mountain PA  Elizabethville VA  Emporia/Greenville Arpt   478 
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27  Number, trend of USHPA insured sites 

 
 

 

The number of USHPA insured sites has grown.   

 

 

One possibility is that more sites need insurance today.  However, many sites  

that were insured in 1991 are still in use today, but did not have USHPA Site Insurance in 

2007.   

Examples are Walt’s Point, Cliff Ridge, Torrey Pines, Slide, McClellen. 

 

Recently, more sites have 2 insurance listings, one for hang gliders and one for 

paragliders.   

In 2007, 15 sites had 2 different clubs sharing insurance.   
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Bidwell Park 
Foot Launched Flight 

Proposal 
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Our proposal: 
Paraglider Foot Launched Flight Use Permit 

• Over View of Proposal 

• Liability Release and Insurance Provided to City by National Organization  

• Governed by an Organized, Specialized Club- Bidwell Park Fliers 

• Designated Zones of Flight, Take off, and Landing 

• Pilot Use Guidelines 

• Reporting and Impact Planning 

• Frequency of usage 

• Appendix 

• Abstract of Paragliders 

• Insurance Program 

• Civil Code 846  
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Overview 

• Bidwell Park Fliers would like to propose 
a progressive implementation plan for a 
use permit for Foot Launched Flight in 
Upper Bidwell Park. 

– 1
st
 year- a select test group, paragliders, North Rim only- 2008 season 

• Test group to determine feasibility of foot launched paraglider flight 

• Permit issued for one year from March to October 

• Report issued and reviewed for permit renewal in 2009 season 

– 2
nd

 year- a monitored group and guests, paragliders only- 2009 season 

• Bidwell Park Fliers members and guests only 

• Permit issued for one year from March to October 

• Report issued and reviewed for permit renewal in 2010 season 

– 3
rd

 year- evaluation incorporating other forms of foot launched flight- 
Continued  use permit for Paragliders- 2010 season 

• Evaluation for Hang-glider use in the park and other site opportunities should 
they exist 

• Reissue of permit for 2011 season with updated guidelines and regulations 
incorporating new considerations 
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Basics of Paragliding 
See abstract Appendix A 

• Slow and soft aircraft type. 

• Easy to control 

• Lands very slow 

• Takes off in a short distance (about 10 ft.) 

• Requires very little area to take off and land 

• Aircraft have an excellent proven safety record. 

• No major parts and pieces- all fits into a back pack on 
the pilots back for hiking. 
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Site Insurance 

• The United States Hang-gliding  
and Paragliding Association 

• Provides site insurance and liability 
release for pilot and landowner 

 (see attached Policy Details) 

• California‟s Civil Code Section 831.7 
protects landowners  

– (see Attached Civil Code) 
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Governing Body 

• Oversight of all flying activities monitored 
by an organized and specialized group 
solely formed to monitor Bidwell Park 
flying activities- Bidwell Park Fliers Club 

• An USHPA certified and insured club 

• Provides oversite, monitoring, and 
reporting to USHPA and Park 
Commission 

• Monitors pilot qualifications 
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Pilot Guidelines 

• All pilots are USHPA Certified and Rated Pilots 

• All pilots to fly in the park must be members of 
Bidwell Park Fliers 

• Pilot waiver must be on file (see appendix- waiver) 

• All Pilots will receive site intro including: 

– Park rules 

– Park safety 

– Flight rules 

– Terrain awareness 
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                  Fly Zones 

• Flying areas 

• Take off Zones 

• Landing Zones 

North Rim 

South Rim 

Upper Bidwell Park 
Outlined In Green 
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Overview of Zones 

---Typical Flight Area 

---Take off and Landing Zones 

Bear Hole 

North Rim 

South Rim 

Lower 
Zone 

Upper 
Zone 

N 

Blue Zones indicate flying areas below 200 feet above ground Level. 
Paragliders often can catch thermals and rise up to 5,000 ft where we adhere to FAA 
airspace rules and regulations according to FAR Part 103. 
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Lower Site Details 
*The Lower Site is one of two locations typically flyable.  This provides a safe region 

for pilots to take off, fly, and land with respect to park visitors, environment, and rules.   
*This site is fly-able 10% of the year from March until October with south wind only. 

*Launching and Landing occur from existing trails 

--Typical Flight Path Area 

--Take Off and Landing Zones 

North Rim 

Horseshoe Lake 
Parking Area 
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Upper Site Details 
*The Upper Site provides fantastic flying with great opportunities for Cross Country 

and High Altitudes.   
*  All Access, Launching, and Landing Areas are from existing trails 

*This is a low profile site with open terrain 
*This site is fly-able 10% of the year from March to October with south wind only. 

--Potential Flight Area 

--Typical Flight Area 

--Take Off and 
Landing Zones 

--Sled Ride Path 

North Rim 

Bear Hole Parking 

South Rim 
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Access Trails 
All access is from existing trail networks.  Launching and landing zones 
indicated in red are from intersections of trails- indicated in purple. This 

provides a low impact launch and landing 

Hiking Trails in Purple 
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Pilot Guidelines 

• All Pilots must be members of the oversite club- 
Bidwell Fliers 

• All Pilots must be USHPA rated P-2 with site 
administrator or P-3.  Not a training area. 

• All Pilots must have a current membership to 
USHPA and have a waiver on file with Bidwell 
Fliers and USHPA. 

• Have site intro and have written 
acknowledgment of park rules and site 
regulations on file with Bidwell Fliers. 

BP - 13 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monitoring and Reporting 

• Bidwell Fliers president will monitor and 
develop a report to issue to the Park 
Commission for review. 

• Report will contain: 

– Frequency of use 

– Launch and Landing environmental impacts 

• Study, review, and photos annually 
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Frequency of Use Estimation 

• Flying in the park is a limited opportunity: 
– Paragliding in Bidwell Park requires hiking a great distance to get to the launch 

zones. 

– Paragliding gear fits in a backpack and weighs 40+ pounds (not heavy but 
strenuous to hike great distances with) 

– Weather must be right- Wind must be from 130-180 degrees to be soarable. 

– Winds only line up during the months of March to October.  At this time, wind 
comes from the south about 50% of the time.  

– There are very few paraglider pilots (less than 20) north of the Bay Area.   

– Locally (Chico) there are only three pilots all USHPA Rated and Insured 

– Many pilots do not like to hike distances with their gear 

– Usage of the park is estimated to be used by very local pilots that are physically 
fit and understand local conditions for soaring.  

There will be no advertising of this  

area as a flying site!!!   
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Appendix 

• Abstract- Paragliding Info 

• United States Hang Gliding and 
Paragliding Insurance Policy 

• Pilot Waiver 

• Civil Code 831.7 

• Mt. Tam State Park Sample 
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References 

• USHPA- National Organization Providing 
Insurance and Regulation 

– http://www.ushpa.aero/default.asp 
 

– Fly Above All- General Information and 
Education 

-  http://www.flyaboveall.com/paragliding_faq.htm 
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When once you have tasted flight, you will forever walk the 
earth with your eyes turned skyward, for there you have been, 

and there you will always long to return. 
- Leonardo da Vinci 
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Bidwell Park Proposal – Rev A. 

Draft – 2008-03-06 

  

 

Abstract: 

 

Overview: 

 

The purpose of this proposal is to request a special use permit to allow non-motorized Paragliding 

flight on North Rim during the months between March and October and to a select group of 

trained pilots covered by a third-party insurance policy.  The permit should be one that is 

implemented in a staged approach to monitor environmental and safety concerns regarding 

Paragliding.  The implementation plan will be discussed in detail in that section of this document.  

Oversight of the paragliding activities in the park will be monitored by the local foot launched 

soaring club, Bidwell Flyers, and the Untied States Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association.  

These groups will have control over pilot skill ratings, take off and landing zones, and conditional 

agreements of park use approved by the Park Commission.  Pilots will be required to have a 

minimum skill level.  There will be three take off locations and three landing locations designated 

and monitored.  Pilots will be members of the club, and they will have a liability release form on 

file with USHPA and will be covered by the liability insurance policy.  They will have a formal 

site introduction from the site manager.  Evaluation of the paragliding use information and 

impacts will be reported at the close of each season and disclosed to the park commission for 

review. 

 

Why in the Park? 

 

Bidwell park offers visitors legal access to one of our areas most unique land features.  The 

terrain of the park is situated with an aspect uniquely conducive to Paragliding and foot launched 

flight.  Paragliding cannot just happen anywhere.  It requires special types of conditions where a 

combination of wind, heat, terrain, and access come together.  There are very few places in the 

north state that provide access and soaring conditions for foot launched flight.  While a site might 

have lifting air to keep us aloft, it may be illegal to access the launching areas.  There are other 

places we can access, but do not have lifting conditions to soar. 

 

Bidwell park offers the ability to access the terrain by foot, on known trails, and provides a 

geographic feature with unique relations to lifting air.  Flights from the North Rim can last from a 

matter of minutes to hours depending on conditions.  Flights originating from North Rim can be 

specifically targeted to land at a designated landing zone – IE Bear Hole Parking area.  Flights 

from this area can result in cross-country travel as far away as Redding.  Paragliding has a very 

small population in northern California and usage is estimated to be extreme low.  Currently there 

are only three paraglider pilots in the city of Chico. Due to the strenuous hiking required to access 

the launch areas, usage is expected to remain extremely rare and limited to those that are 

physically fit.  Paragliders are quiet, soft, and take off and land with a very small footprint.  We 

do not disturb visitors and in fact are often greeted with great enthusiasm with opportunities for 

teachable moments about the environment. 

 

   

1. 
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Bidwell Park Proposal – Rev A 

Draft – 2008-03-06 

 

There are special conditions which we as Paraglider pilots look for in launching and landing 

areas.  Upon analysis of the North Rim, there are only two conceivable launching zones.  While 

many landing areas are possible, two have been designated as ideal.  Bidwell park has three main 

characteristics that make flight possible.  The first is the prevailing south wind from the valley to 

the west of the park.  These prevailing winds create a condition called ridge soaring where the 

slope of the land forces the air up therefore allowing us to stay aloft for several hours.  This is 

unique in that the air coming off the valley is very smooth and rare for an inland flying site.  

These conditions exist during two months of the summer and sporadically during the remainder 

of the year.  The second condition is the development of thermals from the valley below the ridge 

lines, bear hole area.  these warm air thermals are what birds use to remain aloft as they circle 

from point to point around the canyon.  Paragliders launch from the North Rim where they are 

high enough to enter one of the thermals which then carries the glider aloft to the top of the 

thermal at altitudes of several hundred to several thousand feet.  This enables the glider to stay 

aloft until the next thermal can be found.  The third event in the park is the truly spectacular and 

rare event called magic air.  Magic air is the result of down canyon winds, occurring one hour 

before sundown, causing the warm valley air to rise allowing pilots to ride this warm rising air to 

great altitudes.  Magic air occurs under special weather conditions but only occurs in places like 

Bidwell Park.  Bidwell Park is a very special and unique geographic feature with respect to 

soaring paragliders.  These areas are very uncommon and provide a fantastic opportunity to view 

our gorgeous environment from a minimal impact form of recreation. 

 

In summary, Bidwell park is a beautiful and unique terrain feature allowing non-motorized flight.  

We have a third party insurance policy which releases liability from the city of Chico and 

employees.  There will be monitoring of all activities and a reporting program will be developed.  

Usage will be progressive and reviewed for a permit evaluation and reissue.  The park has unique 

features which make it highly desirable for local pilots to have legal access to flight from North 

Rim.  We are requesting a limited use permit bound by rules and oversight by a dedicated and 

sanctioned group. 

 

INFO: 

 

http://www.flyaboveall.com/pasitr.htm 

 

http://www.flyaboveall.com/paragliding_faq.htm 

 

 

What Is paragliding?  

 

     Paragliding is as close to the feeling of flying like a bird as you will ever get.  It is free flight 

(non-powered) in its purest form.  A paraglider is a foot launched flying wing.  It is convenient 

because it is easy to carry, easy to set up, and easy to fly.  Paragliders are constructed from nylon 

and coated with silicone (UV protection).  The pilot is suspended from incredibly strong mylar or 

kevlar lines. The pilot flies in a harness positioned like a reclining chair for maximum comfort in 

the air.  When flying, you can actually soar like a bird – taking advantage of rising air in the form 

of thermals or ridge (wind) lift.                       2. 
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Hang gliding vs. paragliding? 

 

     The major difference lies in the wing shape and design. Hang gliders are solid wing structures, 

utilizing an aluminum frame to create a V-shaped wing that resembles the stealth bomber.  

Paragliders are soft wing structures (no internal frame) that once inflated have an elliptical shape.  

Because paragliders have a slower flying speed they are much more forgiving.  As a result the 

learning curve is usually quicker on a paraglider.  Also, paragliders fold up into a small bag. 

     Total weight of the paraglider, harness, reserve parachute, helmet is usually around 25-30lbs.  

A hang glider rolls up into a bag that is about 15 ft. long and weighs 70-100 lbs.  Paragliders are 

carried in a large backpack, whereas hang gliders require a vehicle with extra racks.  Obviously 

paragliders are the more convenient of the two.  Hang gliders will always be faster than 

paragliders because of their solid wing structure, yet with the slower flying speeds, paragliders 

tend to be much more maneuverable, and can fly in lesser conditions. 

 

 

Safety: paragliding or hang gliding? 

 

         The main factor concerning pilot safety in either of these sports is pilot attitude.  There is a 

saying in the flying community, “There are old pilots, and there are bold pilots, but there are no 

old, bold pilots.”  The bottom line here is that most deaths occur due to pilot error.  Very rarely 

do we see equipment failures.  The majority of fatal accidents occur because pilots were flying in 

weather conditions that were too extreme, or pilots were doing dangerous maneuvers close to the 

ground. 

 

What certifications do I need? 

 

     Yes, paragliding works on a certification system.  Pilots receive ratings throughout their flying 

career that should reflect the pilot skill level.  The ratings are as such: 

 

 Para 1: Beginner pilot – Student who can only fly under instructor supervision and 

instructor radio contact.  

 Para 2:  Novice Pilot – Student is now considered a full fledged pilot and can fly solo at 

nearly 90% of our flying sites nationally. 

 Para 3:  Intermediate Pilot – Student has now passed a number of flight requirements and 

has amassed many logged hours.  At this point you are considered a competent pilot and 

can fly almost every site safely. 

 Para 4:  Advanced Pilot – This requirement is met only by logging hours and flights, also 

acquiring a good deal of knowledge regarding weather and FAA regulations.  From this 

point you may also enroll in a certification course to receive your tandem rating. 

 Para 5:  Master Pilot – Only a handful of them in the United States, this is the most 

prestigious rating to be acquired.  Still less than 20 in the U.S.A. 

 

 

SiteLayout: 

 

3. 
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There will be two take off points and two landing points.  See image for designated zones. 

 

The Federal Aviation Administration governs the airspace above the flying site.  The airspace is 

qualified as Class G airspace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. 
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Insurance 
   

 

 

Pilot Insurance 
 

 

Pilot insurance, comes with USHPA membership.   

 
 

Site Insurance 
 

If your club buys USHPA Site Insurance for this site, then all pilots who fly there must be 

USHPA members and your club must: 

- make and enforce site rules 

- assign a rating to the site 

- regulate the site 

 

USHPA Site Insurance will defend a landowner if a suit is started.  Suits against 

landowners are extraordinarily rare, if there have been any at all.  Insurance suits or 

settlements are usually confidential.  We don’t hear about them.  There have been some  

over the years.  Considering that the cost of USHPA’s insurance policy has remained 

more or less the same over the years, the value of the settlements and suits must be 

reasonably small.    
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Landowner/Site Liability Coverage  

Local landowners of sites managed by a USHPA chapter/club are entitled to landowner or site insurance 
coverage under this USHPA's Master Policy of Commercial General Liability Insurance. Landowner/Site 
Insurance premiums are assessed on an annual basis and are addressed and collected in the USHPA's 
Annual Chapter Renewal Notice mailed to each chapter's primary contact every year in November or 
December. Only USHPA approved chapters are eligible to request site insurance or landowner coverage. 
Individual members are not eligible to apply for site/landowner coverage. USHPA chapters are completely 
separate entities from the USHPA but they do provide site management on the local level and they are 
legitimate managing bodies of USHPA-regulated sites.  

Please be sure to update your chapter's primary contact as it changes. This communication with the 

USHPA will ensure that the Annual Chapter and Site Insurance Renewal notices will be mailed to the 
correct parties and be expedited in a timely fashion before the policy expires on March 1 of the following 
year.  

Annual chapter premiums for site/landowner coverage are as follows: First site is $250.00 per annual 
policy period, Second site is $175.00 per annual policy period, Third site is $160.00 per annual policy 
period, Fourth site is $140.00 per annual policy period, Fifth site is $115.00 per annual policy period, and 
each additional site is $100.00 per annual policy period. Annual site/landowners insurance premiums are 
subject to change.  

Only those landowners who have certificates of insurance naming them additionally insured to the 

USHPA's Commercial General Liability Policy are entitled to landowner coverage. Landowners everywhere 
are not covered. An unlimited number of actual landowners/lessors may be named additional insured for 
each site. In other words, the chapter pays one fee to insure each site and this fee includes an unlimited 
number of Additionally Insured per site. This is because the USHPA pays for the site coverage on a site by 
site basis. There is no penalty for naming five landowners additionally insured for one site compared to 
naming one landowner additionally insured for another site. Please be advised that only actual landowners 
or lessors are eligible for landowner coverage. Do not ask the USHPA to approve landowner coverage for 
parties who are not landowners or lessors. Only ask the USHPA to provide certificates of insurance for 
actual landowners/lessors.  

The Landowner/Site insurance coverage is subject to the same policy limitations as those outlined for 
USHPA members, or those Named Insured. Those Additionally Insured, or in this case, landowners or 
lessors are subject to the $1,000,000 per occurrence limit as well as the $2,000,000 aggregate limit per 
policy period unless otherwise stipulated.  

Officers of established and approved USHPA chapters/clubs may apply for site/landowner coverage. If you 

are requesting site insurance for a new site, or for a site that has not been covered before, you must first 
obtain written permission from a Regional Director to cover this site. The USHPA requires written or verbal 
approval from a Regional Director so the Regional Director can become aware of a newly insured flying 
site. Please be advised that site administrators may help to expedite the site insurance process but the 
USHPA will require final approval from a current USHPA chapter officer.  

If you are interested in forming a chapter to insure a new flying site, please call contact the USHPA office 
for more information about forming a chapter. Most, but not all, USHPA chapters do have insured flying 
sites.  

Instructor Professional Liability Insurance (IPLI) 

All USHPA Certified Instructors are now protected by liability insurance for claims related to instruction. 

This applies whether teaching for hire or not, and includes coverage for legal defense of any claims. This 
new program is a major step forward in providing protection for instructors. Without it, instructors are 
exposing their personal assets (house, car, savings, etc) to loss in case of a claim. The key features of the 
new policy are outlined below.  

 $500,000 per occurrence coverage, with a $1,000,000 annual aggregate limit for all claims. 
   

 Legal defense costs are excluded from the coverage amount. This means that the costs 
associated with legal defense don't eat up the coverage; only actual claims paid out will count 
against the limit. 
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This insurance information can be found on the USHPA website in the Members Only 

section.          http://www.ushpa.aero/member_insurance.asp 

While the USHPA's monthly magazine is arguably the most visible membership benefit, the USHPA 

insurance programs are certainly one of the most important, if not the most important of your benefits 
with the Association. 

3rd Party Liability Insurance (3PLI) 

While the USHPA's monthly magazine is arguably the most visible membership benefit, 3PLI is certainly 
one of the most important, if not the most important, membership benefit. You must be a current Rogallo 
or Pilot member of the United States Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association to be eligible for 3PLI; 
subscribers to the USHPA's monthly magazine,  Contributor Members, expired USHPA members of any 
membership class or category, and non-members are not entitled to USHPA's insurance programs.  

There are three Named Insured to 3PLI: the USHPA itself, current Rogallo and Pilot USHPA members and 

USHPA approved chapters/clubs. The USHPA's Master Policy of Commercial General Liability Insurance 
provides for a $1,000,000 per occurrence limit and a $2,000,000 aggregate limit per policy year for claims 
resulting from the (potential) negligence of those Named Insured. Third party claims resulting from 
property damage and/or bodily injury are subject to coverage up to the limits described above per policy 
period, indicated above. In the case of a potential claim, the USHPA's insurance company will conduct an 
insurance investigation to determine if coverage is applicable in each specific situation.  

While the policy does not provide first-party coverage, or more specifically, coverage for the participating 
pilot who may cause bodily injury to themselves or who may cause property damage to their gliders as a 
result of negligence related to their flying, the policy does cover claims resulting from damages that are 
caused to third parties resulting in bodily injury or property damage to the third party that was caused by 
the negligence of the participating pilot.  

The policy covers hang gliding and paragliding by USHPA members while flying in the United States, US 

territories and possessions, Puerto Rico, and Canada, or while flying temporarily overseas i.e., for the 
purpose of an international competition or short term flying trips. The policy maintains a $1,000.00 pilot 
deductible per occurrence and is the "offending" pilot's responsibility to pay to the USHPA at the outset of 
the claims process. This deductible also dictates that claims must be in excess of $1,000.00 for it to make 
sense to file an insurance claim on behalf of those Named Insured. In all cases, the insurance company 
determines eligible claims and associated charges. This policy covers flying-related activities and claims 
for recreational purposes, but it is in no way a health plan or a personal injury policy for the participating 
pilot.  

The 3PLI is also not a substitute for commercial coverage for the USHPA schools or instructors. In fact, 
there is an exclusion for commercial activities and for paid instruction in this policy, however the USHPA 
Instructor Professional Liability Insurance policy (IPLI, mentioned below), separate and distinct from 3PLI, 
provides this professional coverage for instructors. 3PLI is intended to come into play for incidents or 
claims resulting from recreational sport flying only.  

USHPA members residing in foreign countries are only insured while flying within the borders of the United 

States, US territories and possessions, Puerto Rico, and Canada. Current USHPA members should refer to 
the back of their current USHPA membership card for basic information concerning the USHPA's third 
party liability coverage.  

Event Insurance 

USHPA sanctioned competitions, meets, demonstrations, or special events are eligible for USHPA Event 

Insurance coverage. If such events take place at a site that is not already covered by USHPA's site 
insurance, individuals or chapters may apply for event insurance. Prior approval by the USHPA office and 
an insurance representative is required before the event insurance can be issued. Please plan to contact 
the USHPA office well in advance of special events to obtain approval for event insurance and to expedite 
the necessary paperwork for the event coverage. Event insurance fees are $75.00 for event lasting 1-3 
days, $190.00 for events lasting 4-7 days and $250.00 for events lasing more than 7 days. These 
premiums are subject to change. Be prepared to provide the name, nature, and purpose the event and 
provide the its exact location, and effective dates. Also, you will need to provide the names of those 
Additionally Insured. Please note that the USHPA will not name members of the USHPA as Additionally 
Insured to the policy unless such members are also landowners and can provide proof of land ownership. 
Those Named Insured are not listed as Additionally Insured unless the Named Insured can provide proof 
of land ownership. Please contact the USHPA office at 800-616-6888 for more information concerning 
USHPA's event insurance.  
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A Certificate of Insurance for a landowner looks like this (in this example, a private 

landowner’s name has been blanked out).  Certificates of Insurance arrive by March 1 

each year.  The insurance policy runs from March 1 through April 30. 
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First page of USHPA Insurance Policy (2005 – 2006) 

 
The entire USHPA Insurance Policy can be printed for an interested landowner. 

Download from USHPA.aero 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BP - 27 



 

 Coverage is for individual instructors, for their personal liability. This policy does not insure 

businesses or site owners (see below), but it does protect individual instructors for their own 
liability. 
   

 Claims made by students against an instructor are covered, provided that the student has signed 
up as at least a 30-day member, and has signed the USHPA waiver. If there is a signed waiver in 
place, then the insurance will defend claims made by a student who might suffer an injury during 
training. 
   

 Coverage area is the United States, Puerto Rico and Canada. There is no coverage for training 
that occurs outside of the area, for example in Mexico. 
 
A $1000 deductible applies to any claims actually paid. This does not apply to legal expenses, 
only to actual claims paid out. Typically this would apply in cases where a training accident 
resulted in damage to property, such as a parked car or building, or if a third party was injured. 
   

 The insurance is in force as of August 1, 2007, for all Rogallo-class members of USHPA who hold 
at least one current instructor rating. This can include basic, advanced or tandem instructors. It 
does not apply to observers, examiners or administrators, but their liability is already covered 

under the recreational pilot policy. This new policy is separate from the recreational policy, and 
provides an additional layer of protection for instructors, whose teaching is excluded from the 
recreational pilot policy. 
   

 The cost of the new policy is paid for by the increased cost of a Rogallo membership, and partly 

by membership dues in all classes. Coverage is automatic for all current instructors, and those 
who have not yet renewed at the new dues rate are still covered. 
   

 Instructors who choose not to renew as Rogallo members may renew at the Pilot membership 

level, but their instructor appointments will immediately go inactive. Before making this change, 
the office will ask for written confirmation that you really mean it, and you didn't just make a 
mistake on your renewal form. If you later decide to reactivate your instructor appointment, you 
can do so by paying the difference between the Pilot and Rogallo dues rate at that time. 
   

 It is not possible to add any additional insured parties under the instructor policy. However, the 
fact that we now have the instructor coverage, and it is "primary" (so it defends first if there is a 
claim) means that we can now approve site insurance requests for training hills. In the past we 
generally declined to approve these, because the risk of an instruction-related accident posed an 
unacceptable hazard to our recreational/site policy. In a nutshell, this means that if you need to 
get site insurance in order to open a new training hill, now we can probably do that. Contact your 
regional director and the insurance committee chairman for details. 
   

 There is no coverage under this policy for schools, businesses and the like. If you have a school, 
storefront business or home-based dealership, you still need to carry standard business insurance 
for general liability. But you don't need to insure for claims related to teaching hang gliding or 
paragliding, because that risk is covered by your USHPA instructor insurance. Since this is the 
big, scary unknown for most insurers, it should be much easier to get the rest of your business 
insured for the usual risks. Insurers understand the normal slip-and-fall, theft and advertising 
injury risks that businesses have to insure for. It's just the flying part that scares them off.  

We hope that you, as a member, find the benefits of USHPA's insurance programs useful; they're there to 

reduce some of the potential risks associated with participating in the sport. If you have any questions 
about these policies, please contact the USHPA office. 

 

 BP - 28 



Waiver 
  

Site insurance protects landowners from suits by spectators, but not from pilots.  Waivers 

protect landowners from any suits brought by pilots.  Suits by pilots, against landowners, 

are rare. 
   

This Relese, Waiver and Assumption of Risk is signed by each USHPA member. 

All pilots who fly USHPA insured sites have signed this waiver. 
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The State of California approves this Waiver for use at some State 

Parks. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PILOT’S WAIVER 
 

I acknowledge that there are risks and dangers in flying a hang glider.  I 

hereby release, acquit, and forever discharge the State of California, its 

officers, agents, employees, and representatives from any liability, claims, 

demands, actions or right of action, of whatsoever kind of nature, in law or 

in equity, that I may have or which may accrue in favor of me or my heirs, 

executors, administrators and representatives, or any of them, in any way 

growing out of resulting from or arising in connection with flying a hang 

glider on its property, and I hereby assume all RISKS of any liability for 

damage to my person, however caused, by negligence or otherwise, and I 

hereby give consent to whatever medical care which might be provided or 

available.  I, the signee on the sheet below, have read the above and 

understand all of the statements completely. 

 

Date  January 1, 1998 

 
PILOT NAME           SIGNATURE 
 

 
IN CASE OF EMERGENCY NOTIFY (PRINT NAME AND TELEPHONE 

NUMBER) 
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__________________________________________________________________________ 

Recreational Liability Statutes protect California public landowners 
 
 

CALIFORNIA CODES: GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 831.7  
 

831.7 Hazardous recreational activities  

 
(a) Neither a public entity nor a public employee is liable to any person who participates in a hazardous recreational activity, including 

any person who assists the participant, or to any spectator who knew or reasonably should have known that the hazardous recreational 
activity created a substantial risk of injury to himself or herself and was voluntarily in the place of risk, or having the ability to do so 

failed to leave, for any damage or injury to property or persons arising out of that hazardous recreational activity.  

 
(b) As used in this section, "hazardous recreational activity" means a recreational activity conducted on property of a public entity 

which creates a substantial (as distinguished from a minor, trivial, or insignificant) risk of injury to a participant or a spectator.  

 
"Hazardous recreational activity" also means: 

 

 (1) Water contact activities, except diving, in places where or at a time when lifeguards are not provided and reasonable warning 
thereof has been given or the injured party should reasonably have known that there was no lifeguard provided at the time.  

 

(2) Any form of diving into water from other than a diving board or diving platform, or at any place or from any structure where 
diving is prohibited and reasonable warning thereof has been given.  

 

(3) Animal riding, including equestrian competition, archery, bicycle racing or jumping, mountain bicycling, boating, cross-country 
and downhill skiing, hang gliding, kayaking, motorized vehicle racing, off-road motorcycling or four-wheel driving of any kind, 

orienteering, pistol and rifle shooting, rock climbing, rocketeering, rodeo, spelunking, sky diving, sport parachuting, paragliding, body 

contact sports (i.e., sports in which it is reasonably foreseeable that there will be rough bodily contact with one or more participants), 
surfing, trampolining, tree climbing, tree rope swinging, waterskiing, white water rafting, and windsurfing. For the purposes of this 

subdivision, "mountain bicycling" does not include riding a bicycle on paved pathways, roadways, or sidewalks. 

  
(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (a), this section does not limit liability which would otherwise exist for any of the 

following: 

 
 (1) Failure of the public entity or employee to guard or warn of a known dangerous condition or of another hazardous recreational 

activity known to the public entity or employee that is not reasonably assumed by the participant as inherently a part of the hazardous 

recreational activity out of which the damage or injury arose.  

 

(2) Damage or injury suffered in any case where permission to participate in the hazardous recreational activity was granted for a 
specific fee. For the purpose of this paragraph, a "specific fee" does not include a fee or consideration charged for a general purpose 

such as a general park admission charge, a vehicle entry or parking fee, or an administrative or group use application or permit fee, as 

distinguished from a specific fee charged for participation in the specific hazardous recreational activity out of which the damage or 
injury arose. 

 

 (3) Injury suffered to the extent proximately caused by the negligent failure of the public entity or public employee to properly 
construct or maintain in good repair any structure, recreational equipment or machinery, or substantial work of improvement utilized 

in the hazardous recreational activity out of which the damage or injury arose. 

 
 (4) Damage or injury suffered in any case where the public entity or employee recklessly or with gross negligence promoted the 

participation in or observance of a hazardous recreational activity. For purposes of this paragraph, promotional literature or a public 

announcement or advertisement which merely describes the available facilities and services on the property does not in itself 
constitute a reckless or grossly negligent promotion. 

 

 (5) An act of gross negligence by a public entity or a public employee which is the proximate cause of the injury. Nothing in this 
subdivision creates a duty of care or basis of liability for personal injury or for damage to personal property. 

 

 (d) Nothing in this section shall limit the liability of an independent concessionaire, or any person or organization other than the 
public entity, whether or not the person or organization has a contractual relationship with the public entity to use the public property, 

for injuries or damages suffered in any case as a result of the operation of a hazardous recreational activity on public property by the 

concessionaire, person, or organization.  
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Sent: Sunday, December 02, 2007 8:23 AM 

To: USHPA Info 

Subject: USHPA Website Feedback 

 

I've visited the USHPA Website and would like to submit the following comments: 

 

Hello! 

I need assistance converting a low key law which prohibits paragliding in our local city park (bidwell park- 

2nd largest in nation).  This park has unique geography positioned in the Sac valley which allows nearly 

year round flying.  The city has made the activities of paragliding and hangliding illegal, however I believe 

with the right approach and cooperation for a regulated site under your guidelines, we may have a chance to 

add a fantastic site to our regional flying locations.  Please contact me and let me know what would be the 

advised approach and if you can offer any information or assistance regarding establishing a regulated site.  

The more info and/or site cases you have the better.  I am gearing up to present this information and really 

need your help. 

Thanks 

JS 

________________________________________________ 
From: JS 

To: C 

Sent: Tuesday, December 04, 2007 11:27 AM 

Subject: RE: Calif. Recreational Use Statute 

 

Hey C, 

 

had an interesting phone call with the USHGA site development... 

 

Sounds like the best approach is trying to develop a presentation in preparation to 

deliver to the park commissioner... 

____________________________________________ 
Sent: Monday, March 24, 2008 9:49 AM 

Subject:  Bidwell Park- time has come 
 

Hi J, 
 
The time has come for Bidwell Park action.  Could you please call me when you get a chance or 
provide your contact info so I can call you on my dime- Thanks. 
 
Thanks. 

JS 

_________________________________________ 
Sent: Tuesday, March 25, 2008 9:08 AM 

To: js 
Subject: RE: Bidwell Park- time has come 
 

A minimum packet would be 1, 2, 7, and 9 
 
J 

 

 

The following e-mails were written during the campaign to open 

Bidwell Park to paragliding.  These e-mails have been edited. 
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Sent: Thursday, March 27, 2008 9:31 AM 
Subject: RE: Bidwell Park- time has come 
 

Thanks J, 
 
I have had opportunities to connect with the local flying club as well as contact someone in the watch dog 
group- Friends of Bidwell Park.  All positive responses with some minor discussion around hang use in the 
park and impacts.  The club is in support with the old timers supporting no hang gliders at.  The newbees 
are arguing that hang should be included.  Not really an issue at the moment- I think everyone understands 
the challenges at hand.  FBP individual suggested that the park commission is all about recreational use ....  
Therefore, good and bad- good is that the park commission is favorable to thinking about use and allowing it 
to happen- maybe....  He also suggested that with the proper cooperative approach and study structure for 
use impacts that they might entertain support.  He suggested contacting the president and making a pitch to 
the panel.  They may not endorse but they may not condemn either. 
 
Also....suggested creating a new club to manage the park- Bidwell Fliers.  This way the sole purpose of the 
group is to monitor activities in the park regarding flying and they may encourage the use permit and sense 
of control.  What do you think?  What am I up to for forming a new club? 
 
Thanks for all your support- it means a lot. 
 
Cheers, 
 JS 

______________________________________________ 

From: j  
Sent: Thursday, March 27, 2008 12:31 PM 
To: js 
Subject: RE: Bidwell Park- time has come 
 
Hi J, 

 

Thanks for the e-mail.  This sounds promising. 

 

I think you should not worry about PG-only at this time. 

You have several good arguments - recent experience is with PG, HG has some 

history there, site is most suited to PG.  If, after a couple of years of 

flying, it makes sense to add HG in some way, you can do that later.  Getting 

the site up and running is more important than being ‘fair’ at this early 

stage. 

 

If you need to form your own club, you will need: 

Club by-laws 

a membership list 

at least 3 members who are USHPA members 

some way for members to elect a new president, officers each year 

dues are a good idea.... 

 

J 

_______________________________________________ 

From: JS  
Sent: Friday, March 28, 2008 8:58 AM 
To: J 
Subject: RE: - Bidwell Park- time has come 
 

Ok- great advice. 
 
I was considering plugging the good flying properties of the park but don‟t want to overwhelm them with 
information...  So I will try to boil it down to something that works for the general public.   
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The parking issues should not be too big a deal because there are large parking lots at both landing zones 
which rarely have volumes of cars.  There are also several smaller ones along the road where an alternate 
landing area might be established. 
 
I would love to have the layout and structure sample of a permitted use within another park.  It sounds as 
though the area you fly is governed under a similar system.  The forming of a new club sounds like a small 
task but doable.     
 
Ok- Total things I still need to find or get if you have them and are willing are: 
 
Letter of support 
Bird study 
Sample system from your permit structure 
Several samples of other city or governed parks with use permits 
 
I started an abstract but it needs massaging- I‟ll send you a draft for review when I get it boiled down a little 
more.  I still need to layout the actual structure of the permit and oversight system. 
JS 
_________________________________________ 

From: JS  
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2008 10:04 AM 
To: J 
Subject: RE: - Bidwell Park- time has come 
 

 
I am assembling the power point right now.  I have created some flight zones from Google Earth.  Currently 
debating how much detail to include.  I could do a big picture- here‟s were we take off and land and here is 
our typical flight zones –or- I could present typical fly zones for both lower and upper with typical flight paths 
and typical landing points- attached are three images- one general- two specific to the two sites. 
 
 
JS 
___________________________________________ 

Sent: Monday, March 31, 2008 4:24 PM 

Subject: RE: - Bidwell Park- time has come 
 

Hello  
 
Just so happens that I contacted someone at the city about another topic and got D‟s admin 
assistant.  I scheduled an appointment for this Friday at 8:30 am.  I will present the ideas and give 
him the info package.  She suggested that I give her the info tonight so that he can review and 
consider asap.  She suggested that his concern will be insurance and liability.  I think we have 
covered that.  I will send you the package asap tonight to let you review.  I will be meeting with a 
city council member tonight for advice as well. 
 
JS 
__________________________________ 

Sent: Tuesday, April 15, 2008 11:21 PM 
Subject: Paragliding in Bidwell Park 

 
Hi J- 
 
Good news!  Last night we had a meeting with the master management planning committee for the Bidwell 
Parks and Playground Commission.  I am happy to report that they all enjoyed the presentation and dialog 
and determined to allow and recommend Paragliding in Bidwell Park!!! 
 
The meeting was attended by: 
 
Commissioners: JW (chair) and SL 
Park Commissioner: DB (Assistant City Manager and Bidwell Park Commissioner) 
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RB, SP, and JS (happiest kid in town) 
 
In brief, the meeting was met with one opposing, one enthusiastic member and another with a very neutral 
attitude.  At the end, all three members were in favor.  Since my meeting with D last Friday, the package I 
provided him was scanned into three PDF files.  I was concerned about the technical issues with that.  Good 
thing D brought the binder to the meetimg.  The binder was used for the color photos, Google earth images 
of fly zones and landing zones, documents, and outline.  I would highly recommend presenting with that 
approach- visual aids- for other sites.  They thoroughly recognized that the level of detail using the imagery 
and legal info you supplied was conclusive to their thoughts and questions.  You may have my proposal as a 
sample for others.  Anyhow- the meeting rolled through a general look at it (paragliding) and what it is, 
moved to legal and impact issues, rolled into fun technical description of the activity and why it is worth our 
request, and finished with a summary of what needs to be done to get the ball going.  So here is the 
approach from here: 
 

1. The proposal and legal documents will go to risk management for review of the insurance policy.  
This is were we may need your immediate input and support.  The city risk manager will be 
contacting me, I am sure, for additional info to the multiple scanned and PDF read version of the 
detailed documents you sent me. 

2. The master plan committee will present the topic and recommendation to the city council and parks 
commissioners on April 28

th
.  At this point I will be asked to present a truncated version of my 

detailed presentation last night.  They want it straight and to the point.  Comments were made to 
the effect that they were the easy group and it took 1.5 hours to determine the outcome.  This next 
meeting will require a brief outline, little dialog to sell them on the concept, and depend on the 
recommendation of the committee.  Fortunately, I know one other member.  That may yield us 3 of 
7.  Need one more to ratify.  The committee is developed to be the knowledgeable body of the 
details and to provide recommendation to the full commission.  At some point we all yield to others 
to study the details and rely on them for good judgment.  There ya have it… 

3. Once Passed- there will be language developed to change the ordinance and either allow a permit 
or no ordinance against.  A team will have to be developed to address details with commission 
input and review.  This could take 3-6 months. 

 
Ok- so- as to the controversy of hang pilots in the park-  
 

1. I was surprised at the open interest of the commission members.  No mention of HG was 
mentioned until D suggested I speak about hang gliding- just about like that.  Ummmmmmm 
Ummmmmmm- well, I explained  “It is by consensus that the local hang gliding community not 
engage in flying in the park, however, I would like to retain the option of revisiting and evaluating 
the possibility in the third year of the proposal.  I continued with a short stuttering description of the 
aircraft - I did not bash on HG.  Instead we let them know that it is not in our proposal and it is 
currently off the table.  We would like to get our foot in the door and be able to evaluate later if it is 
reasonable.  That just barely flew.  Incremental steps supported.  No comment from the 
commission members.  All in all it is understood that South Rim and HG is not considered.   

 
And it all went on and on until finally we all started looking at our clocks and realized its time to decide- low 
and behold- they were excited- wanted to do a tandem flight off the rim and granted the yes vote!!  
Yahooooooo! 
 
Next meeting plans were briefly discussed and the meeting broke.  I will let you know when we need to pull 
you in if you are willing! 
 
As B says- „Still Grin‟n” 
 
Cheers, 

JS 
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__________________________________ 

Sent: Wednesday, April 30, 2008 10:10 AM 

Subject: Bidwell Park 
 

Hi J, 
 
Check out this link for a news article. 
 
http://www.chicoer.com/news/ci_9103388 
 
Please Vote at the poll- it could influence the gov officials making the next decision. 
 
Looks like we might get a new site soon. 
 
Cheers, 
JS 
_______________________________________________ 

Sent: Thursday, May 01, 2008 5:32 PM 
Subject: botanizing 

Here is my work email. 
 
I spoke with our Botanist and she is available on Tuesday. Would it be possible for you to 

accompany her to the sites so she knows exactly where to do her surveys (in order to avoid 
questioning whether she is in the right spot)... 
 
KS 

Senior Planner / Manager 
Gallaway Consulting, Inc. 
__________________________________________ 

Sent: Thursday, May 01, 2008 6:47 PM 
Subject: RE: botanizing 
 

Thanks KS, 

 

I appreciate your interest and cooperation.  I would like to proceed with the study and appropriate reporting necessary 

to comply with the city’s needs. 

 

To be official:  This is a message from JS and MR to commence a botany study for the purpose of evaluating the sites 

required for Paragliding in Bidwell Park, Chico, Ca.  I understand that a contract will be formed and my signature will 

be required.  Please let me know method of payment.  I request a copy of the study be issued to DB, Assistant City 

Manager of the City of Chico and to myself, JS, president of Bidwell Park Fliers.  Please begin the study promptly as to 

not miss the window necessary to be accurate. 

 

As for timing.  My understanding is that the study is time sensitive.  I would like to suggest that we perform 

the study well within the time estimations required to ensure adequate data collection and reporting.  I 
understand your botanist will be available Tuesday, however I can be available Friday (tomorrow), or 
Monday morning before 11:00 and after 1:30.  Further, I can be available Tuesday before 12:00 anytime.  
The hike to the rim takes 15-20 minutes depending on fitness of your botanist.  An adequate budget of time 
to strictly visit the 6 proposed sites would take approximately 2 hours (Shooting range is easy, Heli pad is a 
drive to and easy look, Rattle Snake Launch is a 15-20 minute hike, from there to Julian‟s launch is 10 
minutes, Monkey face launch is another 15 minutes, and the loop back to the car at bear hole is another 15-
20.  An hour buffer for chit chat and a good look at each location.  You have the Google earth maps of the 
sites but it will require me to attend to give you specific locations with no mistakes. 
 
Once again, Thanks a bunch!   Please contact me if you have any questions. 
JS 
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__________________________________________ 

Sent: Friday, May 02, 2008 9:18 AM 
Subject: Paragliding Bidwell Update 
 

Hello Fellow feathered Bidwell friends! 
 
It‟s amazing what takes place in one week!  This week was busy. 
 
Of course you all know what happened Monday- good news- we received the initial policy OK for flying in 
the park.  Bidwell Park has made blogs and reports all over the country.  Not that I want that kind of  
exposure, but it is what it is.  We made the paper, a poll was taken with just over 60 something percent in 
support.  Several supportive articles have been written and published to the paper.  
 
 
 
 I have received dozens of emails in support of the beauty and grace this will add to the park skyline.  
Further, one of the commission members has changed his mind on the Nay vote after seeing the support 
from the public.  We are not there yet- but getting better all the time.  
 
Next steps: 

1. Environmental review (not to be confused with an environmental impact review EIR- much more 
intensive and expensive).  The review will be conducted on Tuesday next week in the park.  We 
have FOUR days left in the season to be able to conduct the study.  It must be done NOW.  The 
report will be written and issued to DB. where then he will dissect the report and determine action 
from there.  There are 4 possible outcomes- 1st is that there will just be a letter written stating no 
issues to be concerned of.  2nd is a report that suggests some limitations or restrictions because of 
some issues but nothing major and the report would be called „negative‟ as though it does not have 
impacts.  3rd is a report that describes impacts that are more serious and will require mitigation 
somehow (not likely outcome) and 4

th
 is a report that is a full EIR usually called for when you build 

a structure.  We will likely land in the 1
st
 or 2

nd
 category. Both have easy outcomes.   OK here is 

the clincher!!!----- The report must be done by an agency.  The agency must follow guidelines 
according to accepted policy.  There cannot be anyway to poke holes in the report produced.  So, 
where I thought maybe we had a fellow pilot who is a botanist who would be willing to do the report, 
he might have a conflict of interest and a specialty area outside the study needs.  D suggested that 
we could go that route but the likelyhood that the opposition would poke holes in the report is 
there.  Therefore, we will have to hire an agency to do the work.  Therefore, the study costs 
$1500.00 to perform at the low end.  I have communicated with the company and they are 
preparing to conduct the study.  There are some options on the table: 

a. If USHPA is a non-profit 5013c, the company conducting the study might be able to do it 
pro bono, I have reported this to them and they are considering that resolve. 

b. We could pay the consulting fee and possibly get reimbursed in the city‟s next fiscal 
season when they have money to pay for it.  We could just pay the fee and don‟t expect to 
recoup the cost.  

c. We could pay the fee and ask that new members within the first 3 years pay a fee that will 
pay back the 1500+site insurance each year.  This could amount to $50-100 donation.  
We get 15-20 people and we have it made.  If we only get 5-10 people, then someone still 
eats a big expense- likely me and M. 

2. Take the complete package to the city council.  I have a friend who is really stoked on paragliding 
in the park and will put in good words to his friends on the council.  I have spoken with one city 
planner who is in support and will have conversation with other council members.  DB has now 
taken a position as a pro advocate to the activities.  Our big clinch is that if friends of Bidwell are 
opposed, they have the ear of many council members.  Be very careful what you say and do as 
words can be twisted and shaped into something you did not intend.   

3.   J.:  Does USHPA have money to help? A grant?  A fund? 
 
Now the question!-  How many of you are willing to contribute to a fund to pay for the $1500????- 
don’t forget we also have $250 for site insurance as well once we get the green light.   

 
M and I swallowed our tongues last night with the thought of splitting the fee 50/50 but we are prepared to 
do it with the hope that we will get a new site opened.  This is a gamble because we don‟t know that the city 
council will pass the request and over turn the law.  I am going to pay the fee today or Monday. 
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I need to know via EMAIL ASAP who is willing to contribute how much.  You name will be anomous.  I will let 
everyone know when to stop contributing.   
 
Cheers, 

JS 
 

 
 

Sent: Friday, May 02, 2008 11:27 AM 
Subject: RE: Paragliding Bidwell Update 
 

Hi J, 
 
This sounds great.   
 
It seems unlikely the study will find any problem. 
An endangered plant or an archeological site are the most likely obstacles that would stop you, 
and that seems unlikely in a place like Bidwell, which has probably been studied already. 
 
USHPA does not have any $$ to devote to this but the Foundation for Free Flight does. 
Connie L or Mark F would be good contacts. 
 
J 
_______________________________________________ 

Sent: Friday, May 02, 2008 11:56 AM 
Subject: RE: Paragliding Bidwell Update 
 

Great J, 
 
Could you pass on the info for contacts from the foundation for free flight you mentioned? 
 
Thanks 
JS 
 
_______________________________________________ 

Sent: Wednesday, May 07, 2008 10:50 AM 
Subject: Bidwell Park update May 7 
 

Hello All, 
 
Tuesday the Botanical study was performed on all the launch and landing sites in Bidwell Park.  The result 
was that each launch and landing site is on top of largely invasive species (medusa head and star thistle) 
with little to no impact.  There were no endangered species and very little native species due to the 
competition from the medusa head (looks like foxtails but is slightly different)  At areas where I had avoided 
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due to green grasses- it was suggested that those areas are actually better than the thin soil areas I had 
chosen.  Therefore, the report will reflect a „negative declaration‟ which basically means no impacts from a 
botanical perspective.  I was able to establish several additional landing and emergency landing zones as 
well.  Julian‟s launch turned out to be slightly moved to a most optimal launch location with great grasses, 
thick soils, and smooth layout area- really great location.  The attached KLM file shows the final array of 
launch and landing zones specified.   
 
I have applied for a grant from the Foundation for Free Flight.  The grant request is for 3400$ to pay for the 
botanical study and a fish and game study (sprung on me at the last moment).  Hope we get it.  We have 
received a number of out of town donations to help with site insurance (300 to date).  Couple these 
donations with what you local guys have offered up (hint hint) and we may be able to pull off getting the site 
insurance, site cards and stickers made, and contribute to the city funds for the study costs.  If you guys 
want to donate- send to the address below and M will keep an accounting record for Bidwell Fliers. 
 
Next step- City Council.  We need the report from the studies, public comment period, and D‟s interpretation 
and report to the city.   
 
I was up on the ridge all day yesterday assisting with the study.  Birds where spiraling up in thermals all over 
the place to several thousand over.  It was awesome.  The upper fly area is really looking great.  
 
Enjoy, 
JS 
_____________________________________________ 
 

Sent: Tuesday, June 24, 2008 2:09 PM 

Subject: RE: Paragliding Bidwell Update 

 

Hi J, 

 

I hope all is well.  D moved the meeting date for the city council to August 19.  Can you reschedule?   

 

Also, I have now been endorsed by a city council member which will take it to the mayor and other members for 

further endorsement.  This is good.  I will talk with the major this afternoon.  M,  city council member, is now an 

advocate and suggested that it shouldn't be a problem to get the law rewritten  to allow paragliding under guidelines.   

 

Hope you can still come on that date.  Thanks 

JS 

 

Sent: Wednesday, June 25, 2008 1:31 PM 

Subject: Bidwell- Meeting with the Major 

 

Hi folks-  

 

I have a meeting with the mayor on July 3rd at 8:00 a.m. regarding Bidwell Park.  He is very interested but 

unclear about the entire proposal.  He will be contacting M (city council member I met with and received 

endorsement) right now and reviewing the binder for a starting point to the meeting on the 3rd.   

 

We are starting on a slope with A as he did fly hang gliders and apparently augured in somewhere down 

south- so he is skeptical to start but admitted to learning what Paragliding is all about.  I did have a chance 

to discuss briefly the basics but not enough time for details.  After a few minutes became  warmer to the 

idea. 

 

Will post results after the meeting.  This will pretty much determine whether a law change even has a 

chance. 

 

Happy Trails, 

 

JS  
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-----  
From: js 

Sent: Wednesday, June 25, 2008 7:54 PM 

Subject: Foundation for Free Flight awarded grant to city of Chico 

 

 Hello crew 

  

 I am currently on the road but wanted to let all of you know that the Foundation for Free Flight has granted the city of 

Chico 3400$ to cover expenses from our paragliding Bidwell park project. 

  

 I hope the city sees this gesture as a collaborative approach to users supporting city services as well as representing our 

coordinated interest in preserving our ability to explore sustainabable recreation and free flight (non motorized flight). 

We are very thankful to the city and staff for their efforts to develop effective management plans for minimal impact 

user groups. 

  

 Thank you all and in particular The Foundation For Free Flight. 

  

 Cheers 

 JS 

 

___________________________________________ 

Letter: Paragliders could be a nuisance 
Chico Enterprise-Record 

Article Launched: 06/27/2008 12:09:31 AM PDT 
 

When discussing whether paragliding should be allowed in upper park, the City Council 
members should address the following issues.  

Paragliders flying overhead will negatively impact the natural viewshed, and will also detract 

from the feeling of solitude that many seek when going into remote areas of the park. In 
addition, paragliders are documented as spooking horses, which in some cases have caused 
serious accidents and injuries. In some places, paragliding is not allowed because of this 
conflict with equestrians.  

Paragliders are also known to spook deer bedding down on upper slopes during the day. 

Elsewhere, where people care about protecting wildlife, they have been banned because of 
negative impacts on tree and ground nesting birds. Is the city willing to pay to conduct wildlife 
surveys every year throughout the park to ensure the paragliders' flight pattern are not 

causing birds to fly off from their nests, leaving their eggs and young vulnerable to the 
elements and predation?  

Sites used for takeoff and landing will be trampled by paragliders and spectators alike. 
Paragliding forums even admit these sites have more non-native species and trash than they 

did before paragliding was allowed. Obviously, serious accidents can occur, judging by the 
numerous videos posted on You Tube.  

J, Los Molinos 

 

From: js  
Sent: Monday, July 21, 2008 12:59 PM 

Subject: Bidwell park Paragliding Site Update 
  

Hello All! 
  
Good news- it‟s official- Bidwell Park Paragliding has made it to the council agenda- Meeting 
Date- 9/2/08.  This is the actual meeting with no push backs from here.  Please try to attend.  If 
you are a public speaker- Please develop or ask me for something to speak about.  Voices will be 
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important as I am sure we will have some opposition at the meeting.  Getting this item on the 
agenda required the approval and endorsement of one city council member and the mayor.  They 
have met and informed the remaining council members of the activities and found the subject 
appropriate and plausible for approval. 

 

Date: Tue, 2 Sep 2008 14:30:09 -0700 

From: js 

Subject: SFBAPG: Bidwell Park Paragliding council meeting TONIGHT at 

6:30 in Chico, Ca 

 

Hello fellow pilots! 

 

Tonight is the official meeting for voting on the Bidwell Park Paragliding 

Site. 

 

The Council will meet tonight, hear our testimony and that of any 

opposition, and make a vote as to whether to develop the site or bury it. 

 

It will be broadcast on TV and live streamed via the internet at: 

http://www.chico.ca.us/City_Council/Home_Page.asp 

 

Our local area group has prepared materials for the meeting.  Many thanks to 

all the people and organizations who have written letters in support and 

encouragement.  All of those letters have been taken to the city and 

distributed to the council members. 

 

Keep your fingers crossed and send positive thoughts our way, 

I will post results either tonight or tomorrow. 

Thanks to all, 

J  

Sent: Wednesday, September 03, 2008 10:20 AM 

To: 'SF Bay Area Paragliding' 

Subject: Re: SFBAPG: Bidwell Park Paragliding council meeting TONIGHT at 6:30 in Chico, Ca 

HI folks-  

 

Great news from Bidwell Park!!   

 

YES!!  The park was approved 6,0,1 no opponents.  The council was very 

receptive but highly concerned about the environmental impact and seeing the 

report prior to final OK.   

 

What's this mean- no flying until the environmental studies are done, the 

rules completed, the club registered and insurance finalized.  With the 

councils approval last night comes authorization to proceed with the 

studies.  We all understand what our impacts are and most of the council is 

concerned with footprint on the ground at take off and landing and the 

potential of nesting birds in the rim line.  Most of the concern was from 

lack of knowledge and the need for education about our activities and the 

structure of the rule set.  The Mayor is concerned about the self regulating 

nature of the club and that that club may have exclusive rights for a public 

use park.  All of these things are easy to communicate and report on. 

 

This also means that we need to raise more money.   

 

Total funds generated= $5475.00 
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Funds Needed= $9750.00 

Funds Remaining to generate= $4275.00 

 

List of studies remaining: 

CEQA review total:  $6400.00 

Fish and Game filing fees:  $1900.00 

Potential bird nest study:  $1000.00 

USHPA insurance startup: $250.00 

Misc. (stickers, printing):  $200.00 

Total Needed:  $9750.00 

 

These costs might improve but these numbers are likely. 

 

Thanks to the Foundation for Free Flight for contributing $3400.00 to get 

the process rolling.  The Bay Area Paragliding Association members have 

contributed just under $1000.00- A big thanks to a remote user group and 

great family of pilots. 

 

Thanks so much for all who have contributed to get us this far!!! 

 

So- moving forward has a list of tasks ahead.  I am calling to meet with 

DB asap to paint a picture of what needs to be done specifically. 

 

The environmental review is going to be launched.  Here are my thoughts on 

the process: 

 

Once the report is done, the public will officially comment.  The comments 

will likely drive two site specific studies- botany study and bird nesting 

study.  We have already done the botany study.  I was quoted the nesting 

study to cost $600-$900.  I took it as $1000 to be safe.  After that, 

mitigation measures are considered (placing rocks around the perimeter of 

the launch to denote the launch area and point of containment for the wear 

and tear type of stuff).  Once the mitigation measures are in place and 

approved, then the city reviews the content and takes it through internal 

 

affairs which ratifies the process and results.  Then when we go back to the 

council- they see the final outcome of the study and all is good.  I will be meeting with the local birding 

experts to get a better idea of what's protected and what can be done to mitigate- if any should exist. 

 

Tasks at hand: 

 

Finalize club standing with USHPA.  Begin insurance process 

 

Contact Butte Environmental Council, Sierra Club, and any other pertinent group, gain buy in for the final 

meeting.  Don't want to blind side or alarm anyone according to a council person after the meeting 

adjourned in a local bar. 

 

Determine final set of rules 

 

Determine how to satisfy concern over self monitoring and club operated.  Need site examples written into 

dialog and submitted to all council. 

 

Raise $ 4500 

 

Any other things I missed? 
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Thanks to everyone for a wonderful show and presentation- you guys are awesome!!! 

 

KUDO"S to all- WOW I'm soooo stoked!!!! 

Jon Stallman 

 

Message: 1 

Date: Mon, 9 Mar 2009 13:08:37 -0700 

To: "'SF Bay Area Paragliding'Message-ID:  

Great info, 

  

Yes- I walked all the sites with a city official yesterday- all the while I 

was drooling at how perfect the conditions were- large cue with south wind 

10-15 on the rim.  Birds everywhere.  Ideal sky.  High cloud bases all over 

the valley. 

 

 The big deal that happened last week was the relationship between the city 

and the airport/airspace.  We entered a point of impass when the FAA would 

not launch a safety review study of the airspace within one of the areas due 

to our need to contact the tower via cell phone.  All in all, we worked a 

deal to announce using air band frequency for all pilots in the airspace- 

then while we gain permission with that clause, we will shoot for the FAA 

study.  We operate as part 103 and standard MO for entering a class D airspace  

 without a radio is via cell phone to the tower. 

The upper zones, according to GPS measured yesterday, are 5.4 miles- which 

puts it outside the class D 5 mile radius.  We will lay out that class D 

radius with GIS on a map.  If one intends on going cross country they will 

have to contact the tower for permission to enter the airspace.  Tower 

agrees that all is good.  We have to confirm everything prior to going to 

the council.  It's all very touchy but moving forward.  Tentative council 

meeting for final approval and drafting is April 21- it might get delayed 2 

weeks due to the public review process of the ER which received a negative 

declaration- no impacts and no mitigation needed.  I am starting to think 

it's really going to happen. 

 

Thanks 

 

Jon 

 

Date: Mon, 30 Mar 2009  

From: "JonStallman"  

Subject: SFBAPG: Bidwell Park- new flying site proposal 

To: <sfbapg@lists.wildpackets.com> 

 

Hello Fellow Bay Area Bird Brains, 

 

As the world turns- someone from the city of Chico informed me at the last 

minute that paragliding was put on the agenda for tonight's meeting of the 
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Bidwell parks and playground commission.  I rallied and attended at the last 

minute primarily to learn about the new members of the Bidwell Parks and 

Playground Commission members.   

 

 

Wow- tonight's meeting really presented a lot of interesting questions as to 

the new disposition of the recently elected members of the parks and 

playground commission.  The commission is far less friendly to recreation 

and far more into preservation.  With that said, I state firmly, that the 

city council will decide as to whether to overturn the law and make 

paragliding legal, however the council may choose to direct the parks and 

playground commission to oversee the development of the rules and 

regulations for our activities.  Now that the overwhelming majority is 

preservation minded and not conservation, they could choose to regulate but not  prohibit 

us.  This means that we have a good chance at flying in the park, but may have significant 

restrictions.  I don't want to over-think this until it is played out.   

 

There's your quick update to site development in Chico- the heat is on- City 

of Chico council meeting for final decision is scheduled for May 4. 

Environmental Review Report is in public review process now and closes in 20 

days- want to support- now's the time. 

 

  

Later Gators, 

 

Jon 
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Date: Wed, 1 Apr 2009  

From: "JonStallman"  

Subject: SFBAPG: The official Bidwell Park Environmental Study 

Released to Public 

Cc: 'SF Bay Area Paragliding' <sfbapg@lists.wildpackets.com> 

 

Hello All, 

  

 

Those interested in the exact details and mapping of the proposed site in 

Bidwell Park can navigate to the city web site and down load the file (15mb) 

release on Monday for a 20 day public agency and public review and comment 

period.  Lots of info..May 4 City Council meeting will determine the 

outcome.   

 

ftp://ftp.ci.chico.ca.us/ 

 

Cheers, 

Jon 

 

 

Date: Tue, 2 Jun 2009 20:16:07 -0700 

From: JonStallman  

Subject: SFBAPG: Bidwell Park APPROVED 

To: SF Bay Area Paragliding  

 

At conclusion of the Chico City council meeting tonight... Bidwell   

Park is now an official NEW paragliding site. 

 

Yahooooooo 

 

 

Jon Stallman 
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The Site Committee has a copy of the 1990 USHGA Site Procurement Manual.  It’s excellent.  

Unfortunately, it’s several hundred pages and weighs 7 lbs, which has made distribution difficult. 

 

The index and some introductory pages are reproduced here.   Some of the material from the 1990 

Manual is in the 2010 Manual. 

 

If you want to see something from the 1990 Manual, call or e-mail the Stie Committee and we’ll try 

to help.  
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